






























































In addition, the voter registration process showed up some organisational and logistic
weaknesses within the NEC. For example, lack of supplies forced the premature
closure of registration in one commune in Kampong Speu province. Registration
closed one week before the orlicial closing date in Stung Treny with over Yu% of
cstimated cligible volers registered.  The registration 1cams were the reportedly
moved to Battambanyg where teams had run oul of supplies with only 65"% of
cstimaled elizible voters registered by the end of the third week.,

Voter registration in Battambang. koh Kong, Kampong Speu and Stung Treng was
mcomplete, which can be explained in pan by organisational and lowmistic difficultics,
leaving some eligible volers in remole areas deprived of the opportunity 1o register
and thereflore 1o vole,

Campaign Period

One indication of the prevailing climate in April 1998, well in advance of the official
campaign period, was the absence of signboards of oppasition political panties in
some provinces. However, in most larger provinces, signboards from FUNCINPEC
and other opposition partics were present to a lesser or greater degree.

The official campaign period began on 25 June 1998, Monitoring reports during this
penod indicated widespread activity by several political parties and in most arcas an
absence or low level of campaign violations, coupled with a noticeable absence of
itimidation in companson 1o preceding months. Notable exceptions 1o this were
Siem Reap and Kandal provinces.

Supponers from a wide range of political paruies participated enthusiasticallv in the
campaicn.  In this, the political parties an the most pant demonsirated restraint and
refrained from interference in cach other's campaign activities.

In 16 provinces and towns. Comfrel cooperated with the PECs and some Cammune
Election Commissions (CECs) in holding roundtables that brought touether political
pany candidaies. party agems znd local authorities 1o discuss wavs of mvoiding
violence during the campaign period.

Major wviolations in Kandal #nd Siem Reap included attempted vote buving.
obstruction of political party campaigning activities, use of government facilities for
party campaign purposcs and lack of neutrality of govermment officials. police and
military.  Other violations included tcaring of posters and campaigning in advance of
the official campaign period. Onec too [requent campaign abuse was the use of
contemptuous language by the two largest opposition partics, i many instances
tarecting the ethnic Vietnamese minority in Cambodia,

The afficial campaign period came 10 an end on 24 July 1998
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