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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Coastal Strategy of Koh Kong province (2019-2039) has been formally approved by the
Provincial Council and is aligned to the Koh Kong Development Plan (2020-2024) and the
Provincial Investment Program (2020-2022). In addition, this Coastal Strategy is a master plan
that articulates the shared vision of the people of Koh Kong province in terms of natural
resources and biodiversity for effective and equitable management and development to
contribute to poverty reduction, livelihood programs, environmental protection and our
cultural heritage.

The Coastal Strategy of Koh Kong province was developed through a comprehensive consult-
ation process involved all stakeholders such as board of provincial councils, board of governors,
local governments, relevant provincial departments, communities, NGOs, etc. to ensure the
unity, completeness and ownership of all stakeholders. Through existing government policies
and strategies, such as the Phase 4 Rectangular Strategy, National Strategic Development Plan
(2019-2023) and Sector Strategic Plan, including the Koh Kong Development Plan, we have
developed strategies that address challenges to natural resources and biodiversity in an
integrated framework.

The strategy noted the rich value and development potential of Koh Kong province, which has
been under constant threat and requires the attention of all stakeholders. Increasing economic
and social development opportunities is one of the key targets of the Koh Kong Coastal
Strategy, which will initiate the recognition of national and international administrations.

The vision outlined in this strategy will be “to transform Koh Kong into a green city, beautiful
beaches, blue sea, rich in natural resources and biodiversity to ensure sustainable development
and inclusiveness that will be achieved through implementing Integrated Coastal Management
Program and Integrated Systems by all stakeholders.” The Koh Kong Coastal Strategy consists
of four strategies: inform, protect, mitigate and develop; to achieve effective implementation
towards achieving the Vision of Koh Kong provincial Coastal Strategy and the Koh Kong
Development Plan as brief following:

1. ‘Inform’ strategy: the public shall be informed about issues concerning the coastal and
marine environment in order fully participate in the development and implementation of
environmental management program.

1.1. To ensure that scientific and technical data, research studies, and related information
are understandable and accessible to all stakeholders.

1.2. To improve communication with youth, coastal and indigenous communities.

1.3. To develop education, training and capacity-building opportunities for local stakeholders.



2.

‘Protect’ strategy: significant resources, habitats, environmental features, and areas of
geological, cultural and historical features in the entire coastal area and watershed area
shall be protected and preserved through integrated planning and management programs.

2.1. To protect coastal and marine habitats and associated flora and fauna.

2.2. To mitigate destructive use and over-exploitation of fisheries resources and other
coastal and marine resources.

2.3. To ensure that reserved public lands be protected and maintained.

2.4. To protect and conserve areas with significant geological, ecological, cultural and
historical values.

‘Mitigate’ strategy: Human activities that cause damage to the ecosystems and human
health shall be mitigated and controlled through integrated management process, effective
mechanisms, and innovative partnerships among the different sectors and stakeholders.

3.1. To mitigate and manage pollution from land-based activities.

3.2. To protect water quality of rivers, estuaries and bays.

3.3. To improve marine water quality by controlling pollution from sea-based activities.
3.4. To mitigate and reserve siltation and sedimentation.

3.5. To mitigate contamination and over-extraction of ground water resources.

3.6. To mitigate risks from natural and man-made hazards, and climate change.

‘Develop’ strategy: Development opportunities of coastal and marine areas and future use
of the natural resources shall be planned and undertaken in accordance with the health and
well-being of the ecosystems, environment and the millions of people who live around, use,
visit and benefit from the coast.

4.1. To ensure well-defined and integrated environmental impact and risk assessment,
planning and approval process for coastal development.

4.2. To ensure that data collection, research, environmental monitoring, information
management and analysis are coordinated and provide support to management,
policymaking and development plan.

4.3. To clearly define management boundaries and responsibilities for achieving develop-
ments in coastal and marine.

4.4. To implement and integrated land- and sea-use plan to provide direction for the
location and scale of use and development along the coastal and foreshore areas, and
mechanism to resolve multiple-use conflicts.

4.5. To improve tourism infrastructure.

4.6. To develop clean energy as priority.

4.7. To encourage the adoption of innovative environmental management systems both in
the private and public sectors.

4.8. To develop financing mechanisms to ensure the sustainable implementation of Inte-
grated Coastal Management (ICM) program, environmental facilities and related
activities/services.



This Coastal Strategy covers the entire geographical area of Koh Kong province, including the
mainland, the coast and the sea within the province’s administrative boundary. Koh Kong
Provincial Administrative and Local Governments will incorporate their strategies and plans
into action to ensure responsiveness to local issues by selecting appropriate pilot sites and
continuously expanding them to achieve the Vision of Koh Kong province.

Once again, | urge the Local Governments, relevant Departments, National and International
NGOs, the private sector, and development partners to further strengthen close cooperation
with the Cambodian Coastal Management and Development Committee in Koh Kong Province.
Prioritizing challenges, especially to contribute to sustainable development of our Koh Kong
province.
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Map 3. Koh Kong Province MSP Map "
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