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Dark allegations: Sinister claims
made about ‘The China Project’ in
Sihanoukville

Husain Haider / Khmer Times /

A private security guard motions to the journalist to leave the vicinity. KT/Husain Haider

© Click here to get Khmer Times Breaking News direct into your
Telegram

Several people have reached out to Khmer Times after the release of
four Filipino “victims” who say they were held captive at a complex in
Preah Sihanouk province. They claim that dozens and possibly
hundreds remain held against their will by an internationally

organised crime syndicate.

The names, age and nationalities of former employees have been

withheld for their protection. Upon their release, many were allegedly
told that their safety would be in danger if they spoke out publicly.

It is not clear what the complex was designed for but employees said
they received training as “con artists” and sources suggest it was also
anillegal gambling operation paying $600 to $700 per month with
illegal drugs as perks. Allegedly, the compound also houses sex
workers. All newcomers had their passports taken away.

They said they want to share their story to get people currently working
there out of the situation and prevent others falling for similar
“scams”.

No one from the complex was available for comment.

News of the complex first reached public knowledge when Filipino
victims were released from the 10-building complex in Otres Beach,
Sihanoukvile and managed to get in touch with their partners.

The Philippine embassy in Phnom Penh declined to comment.
Following the release of the four women, however, the embassy issued
a public statement warning its citizens about applying for job adverts
that appear to be too good to be true.

One “victim” revealed punishment for alleged poor performance by
workers was common practice. “They were [kept] in a room without a
toilet, kitchen or bed and beaten for not doing their job properly. Their
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incapable of performing. The girls did nothing to merit that treatment.”

Despite being threatened with his life, a victim said they were
appealing to Khmer Times to bring knowledge of the complex — dubbed
The China Project - for help because of fear for the well-being of those
left behind.

The China Project is believed to be the name of the complex that housed
the “captives” on Otres Beach.

One “victim” described the regular dormitories as just a room with a
toilet, four metal bunk beds, a balcony and a washing machine. “I was
confined to the room and wasn’t allowed to leave under any
circumstances. They would walk around with batons and tasers to keep
us in line,” he said.

Rooms sometimes housed so many victims that they would often have
to share a single mattress on the bunk beds, according to some

accounts.
Food was always Chinese cuisine and most often consisted of fried rice.

Those believed to have been left behind vary in age, with the oldest
being in his late 30s.

The youngest is believed by former colleagues to be a 17-year-old Thal
girl whom they say is “flirted with” and may be groomed to be a sex
worker. “I think the odds are 100 percent. It's a matter of time and
money. She is strong but how long can she hold out?” one of several
former workers at the complex said.

Thai, Bangladeshi, Indian, Russian, Ukrainian, Filipino, Viethamese and
Turkish nationals are believed to be still working at the complex.

‘Workers had minimal interaction with people who were not in the
same dormitory as them, so it is difficult to piece together the whole

Ppicture.

Many victims spoke of two Eastern European women, Ukrainian and
Russian nationals, believed to be paid salaries of up to $8,000 per

month to service “employees” of the company.

“I know they were being used for their bodies because one time I asked
where [the Russian woman] was and they said ‘She’s upstairs and will
be back in an hour. She’s taking care of someone,” another former
employee said.

The women are believed to have more freedom than others in the
compound. They are allowed to leave the complex, go shopping, eat
outside and one of them had a piano delivered to her apartment
building.

It is also claimed minors are being employed to perform housekeeping.

Many of the workers said they answered a job advert on Facebook.

Some said they had been referred by a friend.

A taxi driver waits outside the complex with a boot full of bed sheets
KT/Husain Haider

Others noted they interacted with a Cambodian man who identified
himself as “Sihnok” in Phnom Penh who provided details of the job to
individuals. Attempts to communicate with him via WhatsApp were not
successful.

They detailed similar accounts of being recruited in Phnom Penh
before being taken to a Chinese-owned short-stay hotel overlooking a
massage parlour near the airport.

Transportation, all said, was organised by a Chinese woman and

Cambodian man. Some said they were led to believe the pair were

materials to the Ren’ai Jiao and attempted
to make it a permanently occupied military

base.
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married or at least 1n a romantic relationship.

Some alleged they stayed at the hotel overlooking what appeared to be
a brothel for days while others did so for a brief period.

“I guess there were red flags at this point but I just went for it. The
situation... it was a little bit of thrill-seeking mixed with need for
money,” a worker who agreed to sign a six-month contract said.

He added that he had become close to a group of Bangladeshi nationals
during this period.

He said that they had been staying in the hotel for at least three days
before the group was ferried to the coastal province in a caravan of
silver-coloured Hyundai Starex vans.

Several people must have heen transported to the project on that trip

alone, the person estimated.

Another trip saw Bangladeshis, Sri Lankans and Indians being
transported.

“Young Chinese people are being trafficked as well. No one is doing it by
choice. This is run by very powerful criminals, I cannot believe that
someone has so much power in Cambodia,” one former worker sald.

A Khmer Times reporter who visited the complex saw a large number
of Hyundai vans on the street. Their drivers were seemingly given the
ability to enter and exit the complex freely.

The China Project is comprised of 10, 12-storey, long buildings. Each
floor had at least 18 balconies, meaning it could house as many as 2,160
individuals — perhaps more because many of the captives are kept in
the same room.

Attempts by the newspaper to enter the complex were thwarted.

There are three entrances — each heavily guarded by men sporting
emblems depicting Cambodian and Chinese flags side-by-side. They are
entirely blocked off to those not familiar to guards.

Cambodian guards at the first gate ordered the reporter away. When he
asked for a cigarette light, they simply handed him a lighter and told
him to walk away.

Guards at the second gate stopped him before he could approach the
entrance.

The reporter informed guards he was there to visit a friend at the third
entrance. They asked him to call the friend to come down and collect
him.

Food delivery personnel are not granted entrance to the complex.
Deliveries are made outside the compound. One taxi waited outside
with its trunk laid open, revealing it was loaded with dozens of
identical blue bed sheets.

‘When Khmer Times asked what colour their bed sheets were, all
former workers communicated with gave the same response - “blue” -
suggesting that more people were being moved to the location.

Some said they had applied for the job out of financial hardship.

The Bangladeshis tended farms outside Phnom Penh, Indians largely
worked in the hospitality sector while many others worked in
education.

Many said they had applied for the job thinking that it was a customer
service role for an online gambling business.

Instead, they said organisers lured unsuspecting men into investing in

cryptocurrency and investment scams.

“We used Facebook, Telegram, Instagram, WhatsApp, every dating app
you can imagine, to prey on people’s insecurities and their [lack of]
knowledge of the market. We would pretend to be young women who
lost their jobs during Covid and said that investing in this company had
got them back on track,” a victim said.

“We played on emotions. We talked about Covid as a mechanism and
said we lost our jobs, started making money through this site and told
them they should start trading.”

The largest sum garnered from a victim was said to be $400,000. The
employee who lured the investor online was said to have received

sexual favours from the Russian sex worker as a reward.

Top performers were also offered their choice of alcohol or drugs as a

hush money trial zero 1n on the...
The first week of testimony at Donald
Trump’s hush money trial was the scene-
setter for jurors: Manhattan prosecutors
portrayed what they say was an illegal
scheme to influence the 2016 presidential

campaign by burying negative stories.
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bonus, including ecstasy, amphetamine, cannabis and cocaine.

“They were like employee perks,” the victim said. “At the end of each
day they would announce who did what. One Turkish guy has been
there for at least one year and they’re not going to let him go because
his performance has been so poor.”

New staff said they had received employee training upon arrival at the
complex. They were given handbooks and tutorials on how to create
fake social media accounts and life stories to Iure men.

It is believed the Russian and Ukrainian women consented to using
their photographs online to lure the men.

Both women are believed to be in their early 20s and one former

worker confirmed the Ukrainian national was 22.

They were also held on standby in case people online asked for a video
chat. One ex-worker said the girls would never expose themselves to
people because it would “take away incentive” but were forced to
watch men pleasure themselves.

Sources familiar with the matter who have entered the complex
stressed under the condition of anonymity that parts of the complex are
dedicated to online gambling.

Sources say local authorities may be complicit in the trafficking: A local
police station sits just metres away from the complex.

They said that they believe the managers of the complex, who hail from
various parts of the Chinese mainland, are low on the totem pole and
may have been lured to the site under similar pretences by an

overarching figure.

Accounts of various experiences led to an understanding that each of

the buildings has at least 100 managers in them.

Upon arrival in Otres Beach, the employees were given a brief
interview by a young Chinese womarn.

They tested individuals on their language ability, asked about their
backgrounds and confiscated their passports.

A polymerase chain reaction (PCR) Coronavirus test was conducted
outside the complex and they were taken to Ming Guan Hotel awaiting

the results.

A police station is located just metres away from the ominous, brutalist structure where it is claimed that
dozens, if not hundreds, of people are being held by a Chinese organised crime organisation. KT/Husain
Haider

They wondered if the hotel was complicit or aware of the activities in
the complex. Often, the workers were the only ones staying there. The
casino area had been shut down, according to former workers.

some cited being handed bills of more than $1,500 after quarantine but
they did not have to pay out of their own pockets. They were informed
it was company policy to pay the quarantine fee.

An individual who still has connections to those inside the compound
sald salaries were paid on the 15th in line with the contracts.

Former workers said this was “the best part” of their stay. The agents
who transported the captives to Sithanoukville are believed to be
involved with many other organisations, with The China Project just

being another client they service.

After results of the PCR tests were received, the victims returned to the
complex, where a rapid test was conducted.

After passports were confiscated, contracts were signed, photographs
were taken for corporate records and new staff were shown to their
quarters. All said they received a package containing a toothbrush,
toothpaste, laundry detergent, shampoo and body wash.




Accounts of experiences depict everything from forced labour, to
sexual advances, physical violence and private threats. Personal mobile
phones were allowed to be stowed in lockers during working hours
from 4.30 am to 6.30 pm.

iPhone 7s were provided to conduct the alleged “scams”.

Many staff turned to their private phones during off hours to appeal for
help. Upon their release their phones were immediately wiped. Some
said they deleted photographs and messages prior to their release

voluntarily.

Now, they are appealing to the public and authorities to put an end to
The China Project.

“Anyone who ends up there is in danger — the longer they stay inside

the worse it gets,” they said.

The China Project was unavailable for comment
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