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A security guard checks documents from protesting workers at the Ministry of Labour. KT/ Chor Sokunthea
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More than 50 workers of New Best Global Textile Co Ltd in Kampong

Speu yesterday staged a protest in front of the Labour Ministry over

wages and compensation owed after their employer fled three months

ago.
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Nget Nak, a garment worker, said the factory in Samraong Tong district
has 763 workers and the employer fled in March without paying

compensation.

She said that in February, the factory announced it was suspending
operations for one month but when the workers returned for work in
March, the employer had fled.

Ms Nak said the workers had sought help from the provincial labour
department but till now nothing has been done.

“We waited for a solution at the provincial level for three months and
have heard nothing,” she said. “That is why we have travelled from
Kampong Speu to Phnom Penh to seek help from the ministry because
we are finding it hard to make ends meet.”

Ms Nak said the workers are seeking eight days of owed wages,
suspension benefits, severance pay and other compensation hecause
the company closed down.

“We are trying to find another job but at this time, some factories are
suspended or shut down,” she said. “So we hope to get our last wages
and compensation to pay debts, rentals and other living expenses.”
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Workers from Kampong Speu province protest outside the Ministry of Labour aver unpaid dues after the
factory owner absconded. KT/Chor Sokunthea
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Prum Tola, another worker, said they have waited a long time for a
solution from the company.

She said if their problem is not resolved, they will come back to the
capital again to stage a protest with a lot more workers.
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Opinion

Foreign Investors Bring Advanced
Technologies and Create Job...
During Prime Minister Hun Manet's recent
visit to Australia, he reiterated Cambodia=
openmness to investments from all countries.
He highlighted the importance of attracting
foreign investors from various nations and
welcomed global economic cooperation
opportunities.

Scepticism means Al may not
always be the solution provider

My home country, India, recently
announced a trial run for open book exams
at the school leaving boards, while in my
adopted country, Malaysia, many schools,




“The ministry officials accepted our petition and told us to wait for a
solution,” Ms Tola said. “The ministry said it is treating the case as
urgent.”

Another worker, who declined to be named, said they are finding it
difficult to make ends meet, especially during the pandemic.

“We have no income but we have to spend the same on everything like
before COVID-19, such as servicing debt and paying for water,
electricity and room rentals,” she said. “We hope the ministry will
urgently find a way to get us our compensation.”

Provincial labour department chief Choek Borin said yesterday the
owner of the building which the company had rented had offered to
sell factory eqquipment left behind and use the money to pay the
workers.

He said the workers, however, said the amount which could he raised
from the sale would not he enough to pay all of them and are
demanding full compensation from the employer.

“The workers are demanding the full amount and that is why the
problem is dragging on until now, although the building owner has
agreed to pay them,” Mr Borin said.
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Middle East on the precipice but the
world has no appetite for another...

India is concerned about regional stability
due to potential repercussions on diaspora
remittances and energy prices.

UNESCO symposium highlights
mutual learning, intercultural...

An international symposium on
intercultural exchanges and mutual
learning among civilizations was held
Monday (April 15) at the United Nations
Educational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) headquarters in
Paris, the French capital.
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Exploring ancient culture with
ecotourism at Phnom Kulen

Over 1,200 years ago, King Jayavarman II
declared himself “Chakravartin” (King of
Kings) atop Phnom Kulen, the sacred
mountain revered as the birthplace of the
mighty ancient Khmer Empire, which
thrived for more than 600 years.
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Kem Sokha accused of ‘paying lip Discrimination claimed in
service’ issuance of IDPoor cards

Unravelling issues in Trump’s
Supreme Court immunity case

The Supreme Court has scheduled a special
session to hear arguments over whether
former President Donald Trump can be
prosecuted over his efforts to undo his 2020
election loss to President Joe Biden.

Memories from the life of a KR
genocide survivor

As a genocide survivor of the Khmer Rouge
and the executive director of an
organisation dedicated to helping
survivors, I have always believed that I
have a firm grasp of the full spectrum of
harm inflicted upon Cambodian society by
the regime, particularly since I have
dedicated my life to helping people in this
population.

Good Times2

An on-again, off-again year for Siem
Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage
Kicked off the year on an optimistic note
that, with the wisdom of hindsight, turned
out to be somewhat ironic.




0000

Remaining sane while you care for
your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of
our life, it has been mentally challenging
since even getting a good night's sleep or a
decent meal has suddenly become a real
task.
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