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$880m Siem Reap International
Airport to be ready in 3 years
Sorn Sarath / Khmer Times /

A designer’s impression of the new Siem Reap International airport set for completion in 2023. Supplied

Click here to get Khmer Times Breaking News direct into your
Telegram

The new $880 million Siem Reap International Airport project that

begun construction in March will take three years to complete,

according to the ‘building company Angkor International Airport

Investment.
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The new airport – set to be the largest in Cambodia – will be located

51km South-East of downtown Siem Reap and 40km from Angkor

Archaeological Park and will cover an area of around 700 hectares.

In a meeting this week with Mao Havannall, State Secretariat of Civil

Aviation and Lu Wei, the director of Angkor International Airport

Investment (AIAI). it was announced that the construction of the new

airport began on March 15 this year and will take 36 months to

complete.

“Our company is working closely with the Cambodia Civil Aviation’s

technical team, focusing on installing the airport’s technical facility and

design,” Lu Wei said.

Mao Havannall also expressed strong support for the project and urged

the company to finish construction by the scheduled date, while

praising the good relationship between both Cambodia and China as a

result of the investment.

Angkor International Airport Investment (Cambodia) Co Ltd operates

under the Chinese state-run Yunnan Investment Holdings Ltd (YIHL)

after the company signed a 55-year concession with the Cambodian

government for the new airport in 2017.

In addition, the Chinese-based construction company Shanxi

Mechanisation Construction Group won the bid last year to build two

sections of the new airport for $42.16 million.

The company will be responsible for the construction of the flight area

and the auxiliary facilities that include the terminal, foundations,

earthworks, slopes, the runway and drainage engineering.

Once the first phase of the new airport is completed, the airport is

expected to receive 7 million passengers annually, greatly facilitating

aviation and the tourism development of Siem Reap province and boost

the economy of Cambodia for which tourism is a pillar industry, the

construction firm said.

The airport will be the company’s first overseas airport project and is

considered part of the Belt and Road Initiative for the group to expand

into overseas markets.
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Cambodian rice exports burdened
by power and transport costs

Airport infrastructure key for
Mondulkiri

Sin Chansereyvutha, a spokesman at the State Secretariat of Civil

Aviation told Khmer Times this week said the project has actually

already started because the earthworks have been 30 percent

completed.

“Unfortunately the COVID-19 pandemic has been affecting the work

because the Chinese technical experts could not fly to Cambodia.

However this is not a risky investment because we have studied the

details and we believe in the great potential of the project,” he said.

The main reason for building the new airport and not just expanding

the old one is because of the current limitations of the existing Angkor

International Airport in Siem Reap.

The airport, which is operated by Cambodia Airports and only located 5

kilometres from the famous ancient temple complex and world tourism

site Angkor Wat only has one runway. Expanding

the airport has conservation groups concerned more additional run-

ways will result in increased vibrations caused by the take-off and

landings of aircraft and may damage the foundation of Angkor Wat,

according to officials.

Tags: Siem Reap International Airport
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Opinion

Myanmar is a political minefield

for Cambodia

Every step to be taken on Myanmar is

extremely risky for Cambodia. Inaction is

intolerable. Nonetheless, every viable

action can also be blamed.

What Cambodia can expect from

RCEP E-Commerce?

This is the second article on the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Agreement (RCEP), part of a series of

articles covering its economic, trade and

investment impacts on Cambodia published

in Khmer Times.

J-K women defy odds to succeed in

business ventures,…

Despite odds of being a patriarchal society,

Jammu and Kashmir women are making

strides in business ventures and

entrepreneurship.
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Why the West cannot leave Hong

Kong alone

The Anglophone countries’ critical reaction

to elections in Hong Kong reveals their

inability to accept that the city is no longer

under their influence – the result of an

Imperialist mindset they cannot leave in

the past.

Features

Farmers struggle to farm rice

against all odds

Last year Kampong Cham province,

farmers in Kang Meas district’s Sdao

commune fought hard to get water to

irrigate their rice fields as the Mekong river

was too low to flow into the main reservoir

that had been used to supply water for

their rice farming for decades.

Russian has art attack over Siem

Reap road works

Getting stuck in Siem Reap during Covid-19

turned out to be a big bonus for Russian

artist Konstantin Komardin – it gave him

time and space to be more creative.
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Elephant aid on the agenda for

Siem Reap hotel

A leading five-star Siem Reap hotel has

been providing hotel amenities for a jungle

eco-lodge that helps maintain a herd of

wild elephants, and in 2022 will invite the

public to help lend more support.

Good Times2

An on-again, off-again year for Siem

Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage

kicked off the year on an optimistic note

that, with the wisdom of hindsight, turned

out to be somewhat ironic.

Remaining sane while you care for

your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of

our life, it has been mentally challenging

since even getting a good night’s sleep or a

decent meal has suddenly become a real

task.
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