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City hall to mediate pay dispute

Long K 11a | Publication date 07 December 2020 | 21:33 ICT Share ° °

The Por Sen Chey district authorities have decided to refer a conflict involving Century Group Co Ltd to the
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall for a solution after several attempts at mediation failed to resolve workers'
complaints.

On December 5, a group of 20 construction workers and foremen, who claimed to represent over 100
others, gathered at their construction site along Russian Federation Boulevard in the district’s Kakab
commune, holding up banners demanding that Chinese contractors pay them wages which were already
‘months past-due.

Aworker who asked to remain anenymous told reporters during the protest that the contractors’ excuse for
failing to pay workers’ earned wages was based on a claim that the Chinese development company which
held construction rights to the project had not released money to the contractors to pay the workers.

The protester explained that many workers and foremen had not been paid for months and, having no

money, some were forced to take work at other construction sites in order to support themselves.

“Lam a worker, and my husband is a Chinese foreman for this building project. But he hasn't received
‘money for several months. We tried for a long time to get the contractors to make payments, but they kept
delaying, day after day. They said the development company had not vet released the money, and all the
while, we kept doing the work,” she said.

The Post was not able to contact Century Group for comment by press time on December 7.

The Century Plaza Market construction project is set to be seven stories high with five floors and two
basements, according to a company press release. Developers from the Century Group won rights from the
government to construct the shopping centre, scheduled to open two years after the project’s inauguration

in November last year.

Por Sen Chey district deputy governor Pang Lida told The Post on December 7 that municipal authorities
would summon the developers and contractors to negotiate with representatives of the eonstruction RELATED ARTICLES
foremen and workers.

“According to protecols, the municipal authorities will invite all relevant parties to the municipal hall to Worker gets 52K to build home, digs hole
resolve the conflict because our district officials were unable to do so. We had met to mediate the conflict a

few times already, but one of the Chinese partics was uncooperative.

“For each meeting, they sent a new representative to meet us, leading to miscommunication and an

impasse to resolution, he said.

Lida pointed out that work at the site was halted four months ago, and he suspected the project might have
encountered financial troubles. Regardless, the Century Group must still be held accountable under the law
and terms of the contract they signed with the municipal administration, he said.

Phrom Penh Municipal Hall spokesman Met Meas Pheakdey declined to comment on December 7, citing

an ongoing investigation into the conflict.
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Joy as Koh Ker Temple registered by UNESCO Ream base allegations must end, urges official

Cambodia’s Koh Ker Temple archaeological site has A senior government official urges an end to the

been officially added to UNESCO's World Heritage List,  allegations and suspicions surrounding the

during the 45th session of the World Heritage development of Cambodia’s Ream Naval Base, now that
Committee held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on September  Prime Minister Hun Manet has addressed the issue on
17. The ancient temple, also known as Lingapura or the floor of the 78th UN General Assembly (UNGA 78).
Chok Gargyar, is located in Jean-Francois Tain, a geopolitical
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Cambodia set to celebrate Koh Ker UNESCO
listing

To celebrate the inseription of the Koh Ker
archaeological site on UNESCO’s World Heritage List,
the Ministry of Cults and Religion has appealed to
pagodas and places of worship to celebrate the
achievement by ringing bells, shaking rattles and
banging gongs on September 20. Venerable

CP denied registration documents by ministry

The Ministry of Interior will not reissue registration
documents to the Candlelight Party (CP). Following a
September 21 meeting between ministry secretary of
state Bun Honn and CP representatives, the ministry
cited the fact that there is no relevant law which would

authorise itto do

Manet touches down in Beijing for high-level
meetings

Prime Minister Hun Manet arrived in Beijing on
September 14 for his first official visit to China, where
he is slated to attend the 20th China-ASEAN Expo and
meet other leaders including Chinese President Xi
Jinping. Upon his arrival, Manet laid a wreath at the

Monument
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Cambodian diaspora laud Manet's UN

Assembly visit

Members of the Cambodian diaspora are rallying in
support of Prime Minister Hun Manet’s forthcoming
visit to the 78th UN General Assembly (UNGA 78) in the
US' New York City this week. Their move is an apparent
response to a recent call by self-exiled former




