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Probe finds BBC video on human
trafficking ‘baseless’
Son Minea / Khmer Times

A view of Sihanoukville. KT/Chor Sokunthea
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Calling it “news without verified sources and baseless”, Preah Sihanouk Provincial

Administration yesterday issued a statement dismissing a controversial BBC

documentary titled ‘Pig Butchering Romance Scam’.

The statement issued yesterday said an investigation carried out by the authorities

has found that the documentary has “severely affected the honour and dignity of

the Preah Sihanouk Provincial Authority as well as the leadership of Royal

Government of Cambodia”.

According to the video posted on YouTube on March 8 by the BBC Eye, an

investigative section of BBC World Service, human trafficking victims are locked

up, beaten, starved and forced to work for criminal gangs at several illegal

gambling places in Preah Sihanouk province.

In the video Preah Sihanouk province is portrayed as a hotbed for human

trafficking and forced confinement. The story features the notorious Huang Le, a

site owned by a powerful person who is alleged to be close to authorities and

government leaders.

Huang Le is alleged to be a haven for crimes and no competent authorities are

intervening.

The BBC claimed that the video was secretly shot by a victim named Didi from

inside the notorious Huang Le compound in Sihanoukville.

His secret video, shared with the BBC, featured four Chinese nationals who are

being subjected to torture and forced to carry out online fraud at the Huang Le

compound.

As soon as the provincial administration received a questionnaire from the BBC

journalist Mustafa Khalili for a clarification on February 8 (before the video was
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released), authorities ordered a probe and found that the report was prepared

without verified sources and solely based on earlier situations.

“This video, by no means, reflects the reality of the current situation, as the Royal

Government of Cambodia and Preah Sihanouk Provincial authorities have made

utmost efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of human trafficking. The report

made wrongful conclusions and groundless allegations against the Preah

Sihanouk Provincial Authorities,”  the statement stressed.

On-the-spot investigation carried out by the Department of Gambling Crime in

cooperation with the National Police on February 8 found that the site showed no

signs of captivity or torture.

The authorities made three main conclusions.

Based on the scenes in the video taken by the person claiming to be the victim, the

investigative team identified the site as the Majestic 2 Casino situated in Village 1,

Bei commune, Sihanoukville and owned by Kuong Li, 47-year-old man.

The provincial authorities previosuly had completed an investigation at the Huang

Le site after receiving six complaints from 11 foreigners in August 2022.

One case of human trafficking was identified. It also led to the arrest of one

suspect, and the case further proceeded to court (Case Action No. 511).

Two Chinese nationals who claimed to have suffered from captivity and torture in

the BBC video were neither recorded in the foreigner identification database, nor

in the six complaints related to the alleged site of Majestic 2 Casino case.”

The statement concluded, “Therefore, the Preah Sihanouk Provincial

Administration would like to dismiss ‘Pig Butchering Romance Scam of the BBC

News dated 8 March 2023.”’

Soeung Senkaruna, spokesman for human right group ADHOC, said yesterday that

the provincial administration should perform a thorough investigation into the

issue instead of reaching out to the media so quickly.
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October 23, 2022

Cambodia deports 263 more illegal foreigners

“Victims of all forms of human trafficking should be rescued,” said Senkaruna,

adding that Preah Sihanouk authorities must take strict measures to prevent all

forms of human trafficking because Interior Minister Sar Kheng has noted that the

province is one of the main locations for such crimes.
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January 25, 2023

445 cases of human trafficking investigated
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June 15, 2022

Closer cooperation to eliminate human trafficking urged
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August 13, 2022

Cambodia committed to cracking down on human trafficking

PM seeks ban on water gun games during KNY
after foreign tourist injured

SR authorities warn noisy businesses
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Opinion

Navigating Troubled Waters, Samdech Hun Manet’s Imperative Response to the South

China Sea Dispute at ASEAN Summit 2023

As Samdech Hun Manet leads Cambodia’s high-level delegation to the 43rd ASEAN Summit and related

Summits in Jakarta, Indonesia, from September 4 to 7, 2023, he faces one of the most pressing and

contentious challenges in the region: the ongoing South China Sea dispute.
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Wagner chief’s death benefits West, poses threat to Russia

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the head of the Wagner Group, is presumed dead in a plane crash exactly two months

after he led an aborted mutiny against the Kremlin.

Lure of critical minerals should not trigger a second scramble for Africa

Lured by raw materials including ivory, rubber, palm oil, cocoa, tea, diamonds and tin, European colonial

powers, between 1833 and 1940 steadily acquired control over Africa.

Russia has already won the sanctions war

Taking its cue from the shock and awe strategy of the Gulf War in Iraq, the United States and its western

allies introduced “shock and awe” sanctions on Russia within days of the Special Military Operation in

February 2022.
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VP Harris visit to erase doubts over US commitment to SE Asia

Vice President Kamala Harris will deepen her outreach to Southeast Asia this week at the  ASEAN Summit

in Jakarta, Indonesia, where she’ll try to erase doubts about US commitment to the region stirred by

President Joe Biden’s absence.

TECH’S CARBON FOOTPRINT can AI revolutionise responsibly?

Across the globe, data servers are humming, consuming both megawatts and precious natural resources

to bring life to our digital world.

‘The Nun II’ returns to unveil darker terrors
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Prepare to be horrified once again as The Nun II arrives in cinemas on September 7, unveiling darker

terrors and sinister secrets.

Good Times2

An on-again, off-again year for Siem Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage kicked off the year on an optimistic note that, with the

wisdom of hindsight, turned out to be somewhat ironic.

Remaining sane while you care for your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of our life, it has been mentally challenging since even getting a

good night’s sleep or a decent meal has suddenly become a real task.
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