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Trade unions hope for some
minimum wage increment

Yin Soeum / Khmer Times /

Factory workers showing they want $214 minimum wage for 2022. CCAWDU
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With Cambodia having gone through economic turbulence, just like

other countries around the world, it’s difficult to say in which direction
the third tripartite negotiation talks for the natdonal minimum wage for
next year will sway.

The third tripartite negotiations with the National Minimum Wage
Council commenced yesterday at the Ministry of Labour with union
representatives seeking a $6 increment from the current minimum
wage of $198 for workers in the garment and footwear sector.

The employers, on the other hand, want the minimum wage to be
brought down to $188 a month for workers due to them allegedly
having incurred heavy losses during the lockdown or shutdown due to
the Covid-19.

The government proposed $192, taking into account the sharp
economic shock and turbulence the Covid-19 pandemic created which
severely impacted not only the garment and footwear sector but also
many other sectors and workers.

The negotiation talks began with Union representatives proposing a $6
increment from the current minimum wage.

The outcome of the negotiation talks will be known on September 28.

Collective Union of Movement of Workers (CUMW) president Pav Sina,
told Khmer Times yesterday that employers want the minimum wage to
be brought down to $188 which is unacceptable looking at the current
cost of living.

This year, he said the workers are faced with many challenges,

especially the cost of living has gone up.

The employers, he added cannot ask for such a low minimum wage as
the Ministry of Commerce had disclosed that garment export had
increased in the last eight months of this year.
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Could DPM Ishaq Dar’s China visit
upgrade quality of Sino-Pak ties?
One of the main pillars of Pakistan’s foreign
policy is the friendship and trust that have
existed between China and Pakistan for
more than 70 years. China has become a

reliable and strong strategic cooperative
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“The employers don’t care about workers welfare, sufferings, and
hardship. They have many expenses including having to pay for room,
food, and loans. The only reason they keep saying is the Covid-19
pandemic,” said Sina.

He said the union leaders had also been reasonable in reducing the
earlier wage proposal of $214 to $204.

Golden Gain Shoes Factory worker Sina Chan said he had been
following the negotiation talks but it was time the employers and
government also understand the difficulty workers are going through
and it is becoming very hard to make ends meet.

Garment Manufacturers Association in Cambodia (GMAC) deputy
secretary-general Kaing Monika said the meeting is to review the
current minimum wage taking into account the social and economic
situation.

Employers have their own problems and issues at this moment of time
with the Covid-19 crisis. Employers are absorbing the losses and

operating costs at this critical economic situation, said Monika.

Ministry of Labour spokesman Heng Sour said with almost all
countries around the world are facing the same problem where it

involves employers and workers.
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partner for Pakistan and its people, who

refer to China as their “best friend.”

North Korea and Iran — a new anti-
Western alliance?

North Kerea is building new ties with like-
minded nations and entrenching older
alliances beyond its powerful neighbors,
Russia and China. Recently, the Iranian
regime seems particularly interesting to
Pyongyang and its leader, Kim Jong Un.

The Baykar effect in Turkish
military praxis and statecraft

What will we make of Baykar, the Turkish
auto parts manufacturer that became a
global geopolitical influencer? Founded in
1986, the company began researching
unmanned aerial technologies at the turn
of the millennium.

In Search of Total Diplomacy
Diplomacy is not just the demain of
professional negotiators and state officials;
it is a multi-layered art form that
encompasses all levels of society. At its
heart, diplomacy is about a government's
strategy in managing international affairs,
aligning with the interests of its people, and
garnering public support.
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The place Cambodia’s elephants go
to retire

Heading north from Siem Reap city along
National Road 64 for approximately 90
minutes, you'll encounter two imposing
elephant statues. Take a right turn here and

the dirt road leads you into a dense forest,

‘Worlds Forgotten Temples: Door of
Mystery

Pang Ku Temple has amazing carvings and
is deep in Thailand.

Palestinians mark 76 years of




dispossession which is worsening
Palestinians mark today the 76th year of
their mass expulsion from what is now
Israel, an event that is at the core of their
national struggle. But in many ways, that
experience pales in comparison to the
calamity now unfolding in Gaza.

Good Times2

An on-again, off-again year for Siem
Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage
kicked off the year on an optimistic note
that, with the wisdem of hindsight, turned
out to be somewhat ironic.

Remaining sane while you care for
your hahy

Because our hahy is now at the centre of
our life, it has been mentally challenging
since even getting a good night's sleep or a
decent meal has suddenly become a real
task.
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