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300 Workers Protest Over Lack of Pay,
In Floating Village, New Tourist Boat System
Markets Set to Reopen Frustrates Community

Feb 10, 6:35 pm

Search ...

Nat Sopheap | Fri May 21, 2021 5:10 pm
Candlelight Alleges CPP Member Stole a

Party Billboard in Kampong Thom
Feb 10, 6:32 pm

Battambang Authorities Ask Villagers to

Remove Fish Farms, Claiming Pollution
Feb 10,6:31 pm

Chong Khneas' Ethnic Vietnamese Fishers
Are Leaving Amid Fishing Crackdown,

Arbitrary Fees
Feb 10, 5:20 pm

Sihanoukville Beach Fence Demolished

Overnight
Feb 9, 7:22 pm

MOST POPULAR

More News

Shoppers crowd a street market near Phnom Penh's Olympic Market ahead of a twe-week citywide market

shutdown on Apnil 24, 2021. (Danielle Keeton-Olsen/VOD)
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Phnom Penh's public markets will reopen from Monday, City Hall has announced, as workers
protested on Veng Sreng Blvd. near former red zones despite the further easing of

restrictions, this time over lack of pay.

About 300 workers blocked the road in Pur Senchey district on Thursday, demanding that
factory owners pay them half of their April salaries as the government previously

announced.

Lai Samphors, a worker at Choam Chao I commune’s Canteran Apparel garment factory, said

the workers protested on Veng Sreng Blvd. for about an hour from around 12:30 p.m.




"l am 1n a very difficult situation. The workers are facing diificulties and backed into a corner,

leading to the blocking of Veng Sreng. It is our last resort,” Samphors said.

The workers were concerned about possible Covid-19 transmission by gathering for the
protest, and it was under the hot midday sun, she said. However, “there is no choice so we

have to block the road,” Samphors said.

Another worker, Chum Sath, said they had been paid $50 of what was owed, with the

remainder promised on May 27.

“We pay $50 just for our rooms. It is not enough. And [there’s| the cost of food, payments to
the bank, payments for milk for the baby, some for parents for their treatments, and daily

expenses,” Sath said.

The factory and district administration said later on Thursday that the problem was now

solved.

Lev Kimbou, the factory’s administrative head, said the company had agreed to pay the April

salaries as owed to workers.

They had also asked for seniority pay, but the company asked for a delay until the middle of

June, he said.

“We have negotiated in stages. They agreed to get what the company pays them but not the
seniority pay,” Kimbou said. “Please give the company some time to work on getting revenue

to pay for the [seniority] remuneration on the 15th of June.”
Pur Senchey district governor Hem Darith said briefly that a resolution had been found.

However, Sann Sopha, a representative of the Collective Union of Movement of Workers, said

it was her understanding that the factory had not agreed to pay more than $50.

District and Labor Ministry officials had intervened in negotiations on Thursday, but workers

felt they favored the factory, Sopha said.
“They did not weigh the scales equally. It seems that there is no confidence,” she said.
Labor Ministry spokesperson Heng Sour could not be reached.

The workers said about 500 were currently employed at Canteran, and about 100 of them had

returned to their home provinces due to concerns over Covid-19.

Meanwhile, Phnom Penh City Hall announced on Thursday that all public markets would be
reopened from Monday, but informal markets such as those around factories and hospitals

and along streets would remain closed to prevent Covid-19 transmission.

Markets were still not allowed to have people eat on the premises, but the sales of takeaway

as well as daily essentials would be allowed, the statement said.

It said the number of customers allowed in at one time must be limited to allow social




distancing of 1.5 meters. All staff must wear masks or face a fine from 200,000 to 1 million

riel, or about $50 to $250.

City Hall also required temperature checks, alcohol disinfectants and QR-code contact

tracing.

The spread of Phnom Penh's recent outbreak — which led to a citywide lockdown before a
recent easing of restrictions — was centered around garment factories as well as major city

markets such as Prampi Makara district’s O'Russei and Toul Kork district’s Doeum Kor.

(Translated and edited from the original articles on VOD Khmer)
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