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Cambodia got preferential tariff treatment on
exports to Australia via the following frameworks:

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand R—
Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA)
Redianal:Comprehensiue entered into force in 2010 The Generalized System
c gilon Part P hip (RCEP) and upgraded in 2022 of Preferences under
COTICEING PO TS D the WTO framework

entered into force on 01 Jan 2022

Largest trading
partner with i
Cambodia :

®

Bilateral Trade in 2022 ($523 million)
. x u <. Cambodia imported from Australia

Bilateral trade more 120 million fzleed

than quadrupled -20.3%
what it was in 2016 R 2024 (L300

+60.99%
-

$ 379 million
I\ (77%) af Cambodia exported to Australia

| szasilion P2y
RRIERUITTN 2022 (+84.6%)

(Source: General Department of Customs and Excise) _

-

DESTINATION CAMBODIA == AUSTRALIA

QO Cambodia’s Export to Australia
QO Cambodia’s Import from Australia

TRADE EXCHANGES |

- - - /’—
Mineral fuels, mineral oils and / \

ineras ons. / Pearls, stones, metals,
products of their distillation; and articles thereof;
bituminous substances; ( 0/

imitation jewellery; coin

(HS Code: 27) \ 0 / (H$ Code: 71)
$ 72 million g gl $ 195 million
G

_P:joducts of iche miIIri]ng / Atiticrllgs of apparel and
industry; malt; starches; clothing accessories
inulin; wheat gluten ( 28 O/g 180/0 knitted or crocheted
(HS Code: 11) (HS Code: 61)
$ 40 million $ 70 million
Footwear, gaiters and the like;
parts of such articles

(HS code: 64)
(HS code: 28) 7 $ 24 million
S 8 million

=N Articles of apparel and
Meat and edible meat offal / O/ ) (Source: General Department of Customs and Excise) CIOthmg accessories,
0
/
ST .

chemicals; precious metals, fb\
rare-earth metals, radioactive ng \
elements or isotopes 0

(HS code: 02) not knitted or crocheted
$ 6 million (HS Code: 62)
o $ 23 million

Preparations of cereals,
flour, starch or milk;
pastrycooks' products

(HS Code: 19)

$ 15 million

Scan to access
iTrade Bulletin

§ ttri.moc

) http://ttri.moc.gov.kh/
<A @ttrimoccambodia

Residues and waste from the
food industries;

( )
repared animal fodder | 1% )
prep (HS Code: 23) \//

$ 1 million

-
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Cambodia lowers curtains on successful SEA Games

After nearly two weeks of tough competition involving
participants from 11 South East Asia nations, the 32nd SEA
Games concluded on 17-May-2023 with a breathtaking
closing ceremony held at the Morodok Techo National
Stadium in the capital. The 32nd edition of the SEA Games
had attracted more than 12,400 sports delegates from the
11 nations which competed in 36 sports and a
demonstration sport across Phnom Penh, Siem Reap and
Preah Sihanouk, Kampot and Kep provinces from May 5 to
17. Host Cambodia has won a total of 282 medals, including
81 gold, 74 silver and 127 bronze medals, and finished fourth
among the competing nations. Cambodia’s neighbours
Vietnam and Thailand secured the top and number two
spots on the medal table while Indonesia finished third.
Source: Khmer Times

Cambodia’s export to RCEP countries up 16 pct in first 4
months of 2023

Cambodia’s total export to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) member countries amounted
to $ 2.89 billion in the first four months of 2023, up 16
percent from $ 2.49 over the same period last year, the
Ministry of Commerce’s latest report showed on Sunday.
During the January-April period this year, Cambodia’s top
three export destinations under RCEP were Vietnam, China
and Thailand, the report said, adding that the Southeast
Asian kingdom shipped products worth $ 1.18 billion to
Vietnam, S 440 million to China and $ 393 million to
Thailand. Cambodian Ministry of Commerce’s secretary of
State and spokesman Penn Sovicheat said RCEP, which
entered into force on Jan. 1, 2022, has been a key driver for
Cambodia’s sustainable trade growth in the post-COVID-19
pandemic era. H.E Sovicheat said RCEP would help Cambodia
graduate from its least developed country (LDC) status by
2028 and achieve its goals of becoming an upper middle-
income country in 2030 and a high-income nation by 2050.
Source: Khmer Times

Cambodian pepper gets China approval for direct exports

China has approved Cambodia’s proposal to export pepper
directly to China, according to the Chinese Embassy to
Cambodia. The General Administration of Customs of China
(GACC) certified 28 pepper plantations and seven packaging
plants to export the commodity directly to China. Cambodia
has around 6,000 hectares dedicated to pepper cultivation,
with an average annual yield of 20,000 to 30,000 tons,
according to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fisheries. The Cambodia Pepper and Spices Federation said
that the current price of pepper is between $3,000-53,500
per ton. Cambodia exports both Geographical Indication (Gl)
pepper from Kampot and non-Gl pepper, including mixed
pepper, good-practice-agriculture pepper and organic
pepper. Source: Khmer Times

China buys 93.6% of Cambodia’s 95K tonnes of banana
exports in Jan-Mar

Cambodia exported 95,028.38 tonnes of fresh bananas in
the first quarter of 2023, of which 88,947.92 tonnes or 93.60
per cent went to the Chinese market, according to a report
from General Directorate of Agriculture (GDA), which is
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
Shipments of the fresh tropical fruit also went to Vietnam
(6,060.7 tonnes; 6.38%) and Japan (19.76 tonnes; 0.02%).
Hun Lak, an agriculture industry veteran behind mango and
banana cultivation and export operations said “factoring in
the high demand on the Chinese market and the good
cooperation between the two countries, the export of fresh
bananas and other agricultural products to China will
increase.” Source: Phnom Penh Post
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Janet Yellen Says US Default Would Trigger A Global
Economic Downturn

US Treasury Secretary, Janet Yellen, has strongly urged
Congress to raise the US debt ceiling, warning that a
potential US default could cause a global economic
downturn and risk undermining US global economic
leadership and national security interests. These warnings
come as leaders in Washington struggle to reach an
agreement on the debt ceiling issue, with the US possibly
exhausting its funds as early as June. According to a White
House report, a protracted default could have devastating
effects, including the loss of over 8 million jobs and halving
of the stock market's value. Source: CNN

The Challenge of Export Controls

The World Trade Organization (WTO) faces challenges in
assisting developing countries to navigate rising sanctions
and export controls, amidst geopolitical shifts. Export
restrictions are growing, fueling a downward spiral of
protectionism. WTO rules regarding export restrictions are
weak and poorly defined, causing difficulties in addressing
these issues. As sanctions and export controls increase,
vulnerable developing economies risk inadvertently
violating trade rules. The WTO could aid these nations by
promoting transparency and information sharing, providing
legal assistance, and facilitating sanctions compliance,
leveraging its experiences from the Trade Facilitation
Agreement and the Advisory Centre on WTO Law. Source:
IMF

ASEAN Summit Concludes with Pledge to Enhance Bloc
Centrality, Economic Integration

The 42nd Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Summit concluded with pledged efforts to enhance ASEAN
centrality and economic integration in order to better cope
with crises and challenges. Calling the summit a success
"with great results," Indonesian President Joko Widodo
emphasized ASEAN unity at a press conference after the
summit, saying the unity "is very important to" sailing
towards common purposes, and "making ASEAN epicentrum
of growth and region to be peaceful, stable and prosperous."
Widodo also told the press conference that the summit has
urged the member countries to protect migrant workers and
victims of human trafficking. This year's summit was themed
"ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth." Source: Xinhua

IMF Raises 2023 Economic Outlook for Asia, Sees China
and India Making Up Half of Global Growth

The International Monetary Fund raised its forecast for Asia-
Pacific, saying the region’s growth will be primarily driven by
China’s recovery and “resilient” growth in India. This comes
as the rest of the world braces for slower growth from
tightened monetary policy and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The organization predicts Asia-Pacific’'s gross domestic
product to expand 4.6% this year, which is 0.3 percentage
points higher than its forecast in October, according to its
May regional economic outlook released Tuesday. The IMF’s
upgraded outlook would mean the region would contribute
around 70% of global growth, it said. “Asia and Pacific will be
the most dynamic of the world’s major regions in 2023,
predominantly driven by the buoyant outlook for China and
India,” the IMF said in its report. Source: CNBC

UN forecasts world economic growth of 2.3% in 2023,
2.5%in 2024

Global economic growth is projected to be 2.3% in 2023, up
0.4 percentage points from a January forecast, and the
prediction for 2024 has dropped 0.2 percentage points to
2.5%, according to a United Nations report released on May
16, 2023. The U.N. forecasts are less than the International
Monetary Fund, which said earlier this year that global
growth would fall to 2.9% in 2023 from 3.4% in 2022 and for
2024 would pick up slightly to 3.1%. The least developed
countries are forecast to grow by 4.1 per cent in 2023 and
5.2 per cent in 2024, far below the 7 per cent growth target
set in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It
forecast U.S. growth of 1.1% in 2023 - up from 0.4% forecast
in January; EU growth of 0.9% in 2023 - up from 0.2%; and
Chinese growth of 5.3% - up from 4.8%. Source: Reuters

Germany falls into recession as inflation hits economy

Persistent inflation has helped push Germany into recession
in the first three months of the year, an upgrade to growth
data shows. The economy contracted by 0.3% between
January and March, the statistics office said. That followed
a 0.5% contraction in the last three months of last year.
Germany's inflation rate stood at 7.2% in April, above the
euro area's average but below the UK's 8.7%. "The
persistence of high price increases continued to be a burden
on the German economy at the start of the year," the federal
statistics agency Destatis said in a statement. However, the
revised figures showed household spending was 1.2% lower
than in the previous quarter. Source: BBC News
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stereotypes-and-stolen-dreams/
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11 Sport Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): https://doi.org/10.18111/9789284419661

12 The Physical Activity Economy in Asia: https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/633886/adou2020bp-physical-activity-
economy-asia.pdf

13 Women, Sports, and Development: https://www.piie.com/sites/default/files/publications/pb/pb14-8.pdf
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15 The future of sports sponsorship? Women’s sports. https://sidlee.com/en/stories/2021/07/hashtag-sports-women-sponsorships

iTrade Bulletin | 8



SEBRRESIR: (UAGUIAIFIMN)

jrvom | 1vgod

%5}985362525

e
el ° 1 Eflj

smgmmsmmmnﬁwghmm 0)
qgmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmsjmiﬁgm' M
RNUIRRLE ShRwTaieig)ad up
Judivaeumass Skdindna 'Sm

wAgn Shughndsphindwh )
n“J AYRIIEMAIWS 41 sﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmm
Taiwhen qgm gmtsw AnuRwuiRsiy
wuiundg S vt ORI

Ris: ni:ﬂSnSW
’rj&ﬂﬁﬁ\jﬁ‘:l 3JGr
AR mutw:mi
Ufu’qu”ﬁHitU‘
JuUnG‘j]LUnU

ZF‘E?.

%"
c
a-
T3

WuiLnUg Sy

imisandanaats Ansupmi Shandssinin
nsAlagoiRuilanyRsmaiwsdr  Shminfiame
H&%ﬂﬁﬁ%@jﬁﬁﬁm.ﬂﬂtﬁgﬁﬁigMﬁgmﬁhfm 9 HRMI
IR N R T msmﬁmsjhﬁm
VOO FrU2muREimImSguERRgmaAgn 84

sAlgIESMIUAIgATAY e aspuwidhiSaams
BSRFNUIRUSIYPSMIMAUPUIEMIAGNSE: 19
nisdwAgnaym mwmmﬁﬁmmasmmwmvnmﬁi
B 8 ﬁnmﬁﬁmmsmsmmmwmsumﬁmmhnm
[BaRAEMaAgnY®

-:D;

. SCHNBEMNGOESS

mEiWMIFUAMARUAGUEY  ghangmnAg
MuUARRY AU Wm0 ShmSia[usdngia
mmhts':mﬁsﬁjmggméfﬁms@mn ANBAMAN UNSIF]
ainAiinsivgAp  hwmavgwossitigiuiy {4
uilfisgimngheolsd  (iRuguakRgmnAgnnG
wifauam m‘fmﬁuw%malﬁj §ﬁq1mﬁjﬁt<{]ﬁ NoioAiiuaA
Samumigan SimuiRlivasgmamimy uammeinis:

¢ ssmgmassaipimmgemsiy Sesifedge

AT AYN msshnnmmﬁymmammwsm

§hmjn9ﬁ fgLf{’j Shamiygrsaangmnien i

MIFOMSHIoANcIS: IAQNMSURATRSMItygan(ay
IR AU S IRTORIMYS

.9 ABINITWES: NEINADN

mianiaul ShiseinighAgpitn

UHMS  SRmiIank Ay

Agn (e Famigaunufgihsitm

C. anﬁmmmms nﬁimﬁmMim“GﬁﬁﬁLﬁj

“3‘

=i
75} c—"
E @ iCw e
72} 751 33«
= T T .3
3 =
g T 7
-
x @ 3§
=0 w ka)]
-— -—
_c

a L4

mqmge@ﬁ ﬁ“lﬂn%]‘ltw\jﬁi‘] mmhLﬁ: g
181 ﬁjﬁujﬁtmn ShmuansunmuRepRaid
SuAmTY

ORI AASIGANS Bygs miale Shutlamssidme
QIQUEAUNESIANSMNIERTIVAINATAY T2AUIN
[FiRuiuhAgnisiagt  mogiénadshmywigula

grinnst uamsAnRii s 5aAR Shgaaigitumofwit
Afn ShjwamAphmindigSuvamofngs Sagsim
Tondtiusigrmgy

o
td))
g 0
z 8
= e
ng, Q
gv té
2 &
r 2@
‘z”; 3
=24
o
U
rp)
&
430
o3

T

)N 9

Gm*w

b

Atg R fULﬁJ’ Sﬁn&ﬂi
yRoT ”WﬁJ'LmU”WiUm Ufmeu §h

mhmtmmnmn NLmUHnﬂfUn SH

Ut

§

3

pvlalt

ran  CC3

IOHIE N

D D3 zop

=L 5

80
c
33
=
=

[>)

=y
=
-—rl
=
=
-

Anga M UE: ndhAnunsinAnk
gamwuihAiagunts isfepapmild
wi Ruanndinsisusmnnwsdiphiniwien
s SMIARYYRUAINT Homagalin]g
ggumsithad ity
Agwnuivimes nihAnudnlilmimhywa
SIEHS HYMIA G (nUaR LT Skitang
gumigrsua]d Shauiphicu
mufmigemiigiuiiammusiung

9
A
5 2

=)

70
=
-3

-t -0
=0 =C

D D

3 e
9
=

..n
= T

w
S

<

=

-~
t7p1)
=

16 UN Women Asia and the Pacific, 11 April 2019, https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2019/04/cambodian-womens-

wheelchair-basketball-team-takes-on-the-world

17 Promoting Economic Empowerment for Women in Marginalized Conditions - Oxfam.
https://cambodia.oxfam.org/latest/publications/promoting-economic-empowerment-women-marginalized-conditions.
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FEMALE CHANGE-MAKERS: THE CASE STUDY FROM THE 32"° SOUTHEAST ASIA GAMES 2023

Yangny Chakriya
Deputy Chief Of Bureau Of Trade Training And Research Institute (TTRI), Ministry Of Commerce

1. Introduction

Cambodia hosted the 32nd Southeast Asian Games in May
2023, a significant milestone for this small yet growing
nation. That was Cambodia's first time hosting the event in
the 64-year history of SEA Games, showcasing not only its
potential as a tourism and sports destination but also
highlighting the country's continued progress towards
economic and social development. This event was assessed
as that Cambodia has the full capacity to organize and
participate in a large-scale international competition that
surprises millions. During the games, Cambodia won an
impressive record of over 282 medals, including 81 gold, 74
silver and 126 bronze. This achievement placed Cambodia
in an excellent position, ranking fourth out of 10 ASEAN
nations, following Vietnam, Thailand and Indonesia. The
opening and closing ceremonies took place at the newly
developed Morodok Techo National Stadium, located on
the outskirts of the capital city.

The theme of "Sports Live in Peace," was inspired by
everyday Cambodians who are currently enjoying the
peace and stability in the kingdom. The kingdom’s ambition
in achieving the middle-income nation by 2030 must be
met with a strong intent of continuous peace that will
ultimately result in prosperity in wealth, health and
happiness in the community.! According to the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), sport can be a
powerful tool for promoting gender equality, thus
providing opportunities for leadership, education, health,
social inclusion and economic development.? In spite of the
above significant achievements, Cambodia female athletics
have brought remarkable record of their sporting successes
and have shown that sport can be a powerful tool for
personal and social development.

2. Cambodian Female Athletics’ Big Achievements

Cambodia sent a total of 896 athletes to the games, of
which 432 or 48% were women.> The female athletes
competed in 24 sports, including athletics, badminton,
boxing, cycling, diving, football, gymnastics, handball, judo,
karate, kickboxing, weightlifting, wrestling, wushu, and
yachting. Cambodian female athletes have won 22 Gold
medals, 27 Silver medals, and 53 Bronze medals or 36%
among 282 won medals.*

Traditionally, the woman’s role is in the home. Most girls
stop participating in sports at adolescence, as such
activities are seen as “masculine” and changes to the body
caused by sports (darker skin from the sun, scrapes and

bruises, bigger muscles) make girls “less marriageable”.®

However, this concept is harmful for women and girls, as
well as for society as a whole. The challenges to this
concept is that the record-breaking performance of
Cambodia's female athletes at the 2023 Southeast Asian
Games is a testament to their hard work and dedication,
and a sign of the progress that Cambodia is making in terms
of women's sports. The country is now home to a number
of talented female athletes who are competing at a high-
level international standard. These achievements are
significant for a country that has faced decades of war,
poverty, and gender inequality, and help to change the way
that people perceive (mindset including stereotypes)
women in Cambodia in the following ways:

3. Break Down Gender Stereotypes

The most common assumption that women are not as
capable as men in sports can limit opportunities for both
genders to equally participate in sports and lead to many of
negative consequences. According to UNICEF, gender
stereotyping in society results in an inability to

1 Cambodia 2023 Brand: https://www.cambodia2023.com/brand

acknowledge gender inequalities at all levels of social
systems and a failure to notice the different impact that
policies have on women and men.®

2 UNDP Gender Equality Strategy: 2020 Annual Report: https://www.undp.org/publications/undp-gender-equality-strategy-2020-annual-report
3 Wikipedia contributors. (2021, October 30). Cambodia at the 2023 Southeast Asian Games. In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 10:23,
November 2, 2021, from https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambodia_at_the_2023_Southeast_Asian_Games&oldid=1052121868

4 Medal Standing: https://games.cambodia2023.com/

5 Empowering Girls Through Sports: https://www.globalteer.org/sports/goals-for-girls/
6 Working towards gender equity in Cambodian education. https://www.unicef.org/cambodia/stories/working-towards-gender-equity-cambodian-

education.
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The participation of Cambodia’s female athletes in the
2023 Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) can help to shift
cultural attitudes towards women and promote gender
equality in sports. By demonstrating that women can
achieve in traditionally male-dominated sports, the

presence of female athletes can challenge stereotypes and
prejudices about women’s abilities. This can also influence
the attitudes of boys and men towards girls and women in
sport, so that there is greater appreciation, value, and
respect for their abilities and achievements.’

4. Build Confidence and Leadership

According to a study by UNESCO, women who play sport in
Cambodia report improved self-confidence, self-esteem,
and decision-making abilities.® Women who participate in
sport can develop skills such as leadership, teamwork,
communication, problem-solving, and resilience. These
skills can help them access and succeed in other economic
opportunities, such as entrepreneurship, employment, and
education. Additionally, by encouraging and supporting
women and girls to participate in sport and other physical
activities, they can develop skills, confidence, resilience,
courage, and self-belief that can empower them in other
aspects of life.

Promoting Cambodian women in sport is not only
beneficial for the women themselves, but also for the
society as a whole. They can demonstrate their abilities,
potentials, and rights to themselves and inspire other
women and girls to pursue their dreams and aspirations.
For example, Bou Samnang, a runner who finished last in
the women's 5,000-meter race at the SEA Games in 2023,
said she wanted to show people that "in life, even though
we go a bit slow or fast, we will reach our destination all
the same”.? “I knew that | would not win, but | told myself
that | should not stop”.° Her tough determination got her
featured on famous media’s headlines, from Channel News
Asia, BBC, CNN, to the New York Times.

5. Contribute to the Economic Transformation

Promoting women in sports can be a powerful tool for
social and economic development in Cambodia since sports
can provide various benefits for women and the country as
a whole.

5.1 Increase tourism: by hosting many sport events,
Cambodia becomes a magnet to visitors from
different countries and regions to experience the
country’s sports offerings as well as the local
culture, heritage and nature all at once. Sports
tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in
tourism. Sport tourism, as other segments of
tourism, provides jobs and income opportunities
for local people, including women and girls. New
businesses catering to sport tourists can be also
expected, e.g., equipment rentals, transport
services, etc.!

5.2 Increase productivity and wellbeing: sport helps
improving physical and mental health, which can
reduce the risk of diseases and enhance their self-
esteem and confidence. A study by the World
Health Organization found that women who
participate in regular physical activity are more

productive at work than those who do not. This is
because regular physical activity can improve
cognitive function, reduce stress, and boost
energy levels.!?

5.3 Increase entrepreneurship: sporting can increase
entrepreneurship among women who are
confident and have leadership skills since they are
more likely to believe in themselves and their
ability to succeed. For example, a study by the
Peterson Institute for International Economics
found that women who participate in sports are
more likely to start their own businesses than
women who do not participate in sports. This is
because sports can help women to develop
confidence, leadership skills, and a positive body
image®3.

5.4 Create investment and employment
opportunities: sporting attracts sponsors, donors,
investors and partners who are interested in
supporting women’s sports development and
empowerment. Women can leverage their skills,
talents and achievements in sports to work as

7 Sport, stereotypes and stolen dreams: Why girls still feel they don’t ... https://womeninsport.org/research-and-advice/our-publications/sport-

stereotypes-and-stolen-dreams/

8 Promoting Economic Empowerment for Women in Marginalized Conditions - Oxfam. https://cambodia.oxfam.org/latest/publications/promoting-

economic-empowerment-women-marginalized-conditions.

% When Women Work, Economies Grow — Inclusive Cambodia. https://www.inclusivecambodia.org/blog/when-women-work-economies-grow.
10 This Runner Finished Last, But Her Perseverance Won Over a Nation: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/25/sports/bou-samnang-cambodian-

runner-rain.html?searchResultPosition=3

11 Sport Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): https://doi.org/10.18111/9789284419661
12 The Physical Activity Economy in Asia: https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/633886/adou2020bp-physical-activity-

economy-asia.pdf

13 Women, Sports, and Development: https://www.piie.com/sites/default/files/publications/pb/pb14-8.pdf
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coaches, trainers, or sports administrators.
Additionally, promoting women's sports can lead
to the growth of industries related to sports, such
as sports apparel and equipment, which can
create new job opportunities for everyone.

5.5 Create source of income and livelihoods: sporting
can also be a source of income for female athletics
as athletes, coaches, trainers, officials, or
managers, or indirectly as entrepreneurs,
workers, or service providers in the sport industry.
They can generate income from being a brand
ambassador for any top-notched products.

According to Oxfam, women's economic
empowerment is essential for more inclusive
growth in Cambodia, as it can boost productivity,
reduce poverty and inequality, improve health
and well-being, and enhance women's rights
enjoyment. Women who play sport in Cambodia
can earn up to $300 per month, which is higher
than the average wage of $182 per month* of
garment factory workers. This can help to create
new economic opportunities for either woman
and their family and community.®

6. Powerful Role Models

Cambodia’s female athletes play an important role in
promoting gender equality in sport. By participating in
sports and achieving success, they become role models for
young girls and women, providing inspiration, motivation,
and guidance. Role models help to break down barriers and
inspire women and girls to participate in sports and pursue
their athletic dreams. By promoting gender equality and
women’s empowerment through sports, these role models
are helping to create a more inclusive and equitable sports
culture in Cambodia and beyond.

In addition to individual athletes, there are also
organizations and initiatives that are promoting gender
equality and women's empowerment through sports in
Cambodia. One such organization is the Cambodian
Women's Wheelchair Basketball Team, which was founded
in 2017 to provide opportunities for women with
disabilities to participate in sports and develop their skills.
The team has become a powerful symbol of inclusion and
diversity in Cambodian sports, and its members serve as
role models for women and girls with disabilities who
aspire to participate in sports.'®

7. Create More Inclusive Society

By providing opportunities for women to participate in
sports, society can become more inclusive and equal. This
can lead to a more stable and cohesive society, which can
promote economic growth by reducing social conflict and
increasing social stability. Women who participate in sport
can build networks with other women and men who share
their interests and goals. These networks can provide them

with information, advice, support, and opportunities that
can enhance their economic prospects. For instance,
women who play sport in Cambodia can connect with
coaches, mentors, role models, peers, and fans who can
inspire and assist them in their personal and professional
development.”

8. Government to Boost More Women and Girls Participating in Sports

The Government of Cambodia is promoting gender equality
and encouraging women and girls to participate in sports.
To achieve this, the Government has developed a strategic
plan that focuses on the following key issues:

8.1 Infrastructure: The government is investing in the
construction and maintenance of sports facilities
accessible to women and girls, including the
construction of new stadiums and sports centers,
as well as the renovation of existing stadiums.

8.2 Increase Involvement: The government
encourages women and girls to participate in

sports by giving them the opportunity to
participate in various sports activities, including
sporting events, training programs and workshops
that focus on women and girls.

8.3 Assistance: The government is providing financial
and technical assistance to women and girls
interested in the sports profession, including
funding for training and equipment, as well as
scholarships for female athletes.

8.4 Awareness raising: The government is raising
awareness of the benefits of sports for women and

14 Promoting Women’s Economic Empowerment in Cambodia. https://www.adb.org/publications/promoting-womens-economic-empowerment-

cambodia.

15 The future of sports sponsorship? Women’s sports. https://sidlee.com/en/stories/2021/07/hashtag-sports-women-sponsorships
16 UN Women Asia and the Pacific, 11 April 2019, https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2019/04/cambodian-womens-

wheelchair-basketball-team-takes-on-the-world

17 Promoting Economic Empowerment for Women in Marginalized Conditions - Oxfam.
https://cambodia.oxfam.org/latest/publications/promoting-economic-empowerment-women-marginalized-conditions.
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girls and the importance of gender equality in
sports, which includes promoting good role models
such as successful and focused female athletes.
8.5 Cooperation: The government is working with
stakeholders, including sports organizations, civil
society groups and international partners to

promote the participation of women and girls in
sports, which includes working together to develop
project policies and programs. Initiatives that
promote gender equality and women's
empowerment through sports.

9. Recommendation

While the Government's strategic plan to boost women
and girls participating in sports is a positive step towards
promoting gender equality and women's empowerment,
there are some areas that could be improved to ensure that
all women and girls in Cambodia have equal access to
sports opportunities and resources:

1. Implementation: One of the biggest challenges facing
the government's plan is ensuring that it is effectively
implemented. This requires adequate funding,
resources, and coordination across multiple
government agencies and stakeholders.

2. Monitoring and evaluation: It is important to regularly
monitor and evaluate the impact of the government's
plan to ensure that it is achieving its intended goals.
This includes collecting data on women's and girls'
participation in sports, as well as their experiences and
perceptions of the sports environment.

3. Addressing cultural barriers: While the government's
plan aims to promote women's and girls' participation

in sports, there are still cultural barriers that may
prevent some women and girls from participating.
These barriers may include traditional gender roles and
expectations, as well as social norms that discourage
women from participating in certain types of sports.

4. Addressing safety concerns: Safety concerns, such as
sexual harassment and abuse, may also prevent
women and girls from participating in sports. It is
important for the government to develop policies and
procedures to address these concerns and create a safe
and supportive sports environment for all participants.

5. Addressing funding gaps: While the government has
committed to providing financial support for women's
and girls' sports, there may still be funding gaps that
prevent some athletes from accessing the resources
they need to succeed. The government could explore
additional funding sources, such as private sector
partnerships or international aid, to address these gaps
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