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Crane operator arrested over

deadly collapse Have you downloadec
Ben Sokhean / Khmer Times / yet ?
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Banteay Meanchey provincial governor Oum Reatrey (centre) and officials provide donations to family

members of the crane collapse victims. Facebook
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Banteay Meanchey provincial authorities have arrested the operator of

a crane which collapsed and killed five women in Poipet city on

Wednesday.
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Provincial deputy governor Ly Sary told Khmer Times yesterday the

operator was arrested yesterday and is being held responsible for the
collapse. However, he said he could not recall the suspect’s name.

In the incident on Wednesday afternoon, five other women were also
seriously injured when the crane, carrying concrete slabs at an under-
construction huilding, collapsed on a neighbouring house in Phsar
Kandal commune.

“The collapse was caused by the negligence of the crane operator and a
technical error in installing the crane,” Sary said. “The crane was
installed on soft ground and the foundation was not strong enough

when it was hit by strong wind, causing it to collapse.”

He also said authorities have decided to send the collapse case to the

provincial court for further investigation to find justice for the victims.

“The provincial administration also ordered city authorities to
temporarily close the construction site,” Sary said. “We will question
the operator before sending the case to the court for further action.”

He said the court would investigate whether any other people should
be held responsible for the collapse.

“They could summon the contractor or construction owner to he
guestioned,” he added.

Sary said the owner of the property, The Park City, had permission to
construct the building and the provincial authorities “regret” the
deadly incident.

He said a ministry working group has been cooperating with the
provincial land management department to regularly inspect all the

building constructions in the province, including The Park City project.

“Following the building collapses in Preah Sihanouk and Kep provinces,
Land Management Minister Chea Sophara instructed provincial land
management departments to inspect all the huildings as well as
strengthen the implementation of the law and other legal norms,” Sary
said. “We have instructed all contractors to ensure safety standards, but
in this case it was negligence that caused the incident.”

According to the police report, the crane was about 40 metres long and
used for lifting concrete slabs measuring four-by-four metres and 12
centimetres thick. The report noted that the crane had been carrying
the slabs at a height of 20 metres.
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Myanmar, Civil war of ‘many
against many’ tearing country up
Myanmar is now four years into a civil war
that shows no sign of abating. Following an
October 2023 offensive in the north-eastern
state Shan, the military junta, known as the
State Administrative Council (SAC), lost

control over swathes of territory on the
border with China.

Climate phenomena, What are El
Nino and La Nina?

Dangerous temperatures, intensified by E1
Nino, have forced authorities across
Southeast Asia to issue heat warnings and
close schools. Here’s why El Nino and its
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In a letter to The Park City on Wednesday, Poipet city acting governor
Keo Dara Raksmey informed the company to “temporary halt the
construction”, citing the collapse of the crane, which resulted in deaths
and injuries.

Provincial police chief Major General Ath Khem could not be reached
for comment yesterday.

According to Ang Narith, director of the provincial department of Land
Management, Urban Planning and Construction, the company is
building apartments and condominiums to sell.

Khieu Bou, 53, whose wife Chean Hong, 52 died during the collapse,
said yesterday she was selling guava to neighbours at the house during

the incident.

He urged the authorities to fully investigate the case and find justice for

his family.

“I did not file any complaint yet, but I appeal to the provincial, city and
commune authorities to find justice for my family,” he said, “I am really

saddened over what happened to my wife yesterday [Wednesdayl.”

Bou said that following the incident, several generous people,
provincial and city officials as well as private companies donated
money to his family for the funeral.

“I want the authorities to take action hased on the existing law,” he said,
adding that he has not decided how much compensation the family
would demand from the company yet.

Bou said a company representatives had asked him to consider an out-

of-court settlement.

“The company representative came to meet my family today. He urged
us not to file a lawsuit and to negotiate the compensation.” he said, “But
I want justice.”

Justice Ministry spokesman Chin Malin said yesterday he could not
comment on whether the case should be settled outside or in the court
because it was bheing handled by the provincial authorities.

However, Main said in general authorities should thoroughly
investigate such incidents.

“Based on the principle of law, when an incident causes many people to
be killed or injured, like this one, it requires an investigation to find out
those who are responsibile,” he said.

“It reqquires them to be prosecuted as well pay compensation to the
families of victims.”
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weather impacts.
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How Does Hot Weather Affect Your
Blood Pressure

The warm weather we have been
experiencing for the past week is set to
stretch into the next two weeks of May.

Maritime community of shared

future sets sail

In terms of potential future risks, several
critical points require China’s attention.
First, the Ren’ai Jiao issue in the South
China Sea has been simmering since the
Philippines started delivering construction
materials to the Ren’ai Jiao and attempted
to make it a permanently occupied military
base.

Features

‘City Hunter’ — Action-packed
adaptation of legendary manga...

If you are a fan of Jackie Chan, you will
remember the hilarious Hong Kong film
City Hunter, in which Chan plays Ryo
Saeba, a womanising private detective on a
zoofy quest to find a millionaire’s daughter.




A representative for the company could not he reached for comment

yesterday.
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kills five: Concrete over Koh Pich building collapse crashing in Capital
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Three-day Water Festival cancelled Shootout during raid: Suspect fires
shots at anti-drug police
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‘The Fall Guy’ delivers a blast o
pure high-wire showmanship

Gear up for laughs and thrills with The Fall
Guy, now showing in all cinemas
nationwide. The dynamic duo of Ryan
Gnosling and Emily Blunt promises to bring

heart-pounding action with side-splitting
comedy and some romantic tensions.

Cambodia must work towards more
inclusive education

“Educating the mind without educating the
heart is no education at all,” said Aristotle.
And in today's world, Asian parents are so
focused on marks that they put an
unimaginable amount of pressure on their
kids.

Good Times2

An on-again, off-again year for Siem
Reap’s arts

Siem Reap's 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage
kicked off the year on an optimistic note

that, with the wisdom of hindsight, turned
out to be somewhat ironic.




Remaining sane while you care for
your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of
our life, it has been mentally challenging
since even getting a good night's sleep or a
decent meal has suddenly become a real
task.
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