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Proposed Koh Kong dam one step closerProposed Koh Kong dam one step closer

A proposed 150MW hydropower project on the upper reaches of the Tatai river in Koh KongA proposed 150MW hydropower project on the upper reaches of the Tatai river in Koh Kong
province’s northern Thma Bang district is looking more likely to happen, as the governmentprovince’s northern Thma Bang district is looking more likely to happen, as the government
strives to promote investment in the electricity sector and increase supply.strives to promote investment in the electricity sector and increase supply.

Provincial deputy governor Sok Sothy told The Post that investment negotiations are expected toProvincial deputy governor Sok Sothy told The Post that investment negotiations are expected to
open soon.open soon.

He said: “Our assessment of environmental and social impact [associated with the new project]He said: “Our assessment of environmental and social impact [associated with the new project]
is about 80 per cent complete, with social impact largely determined to be minimal.is about 80 per cent complete, with social impact largely determined to be minimal.
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The Russey Chrum Krom hydropower dam produces 338MW. CHINA HUADIAN CORP LTDThe Russey Chrum Krom hydropower dam produces 338MW. CHINA HUADIAN CORP LTD
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“We have studied the impact on two communes [in Thma Bang district’s northwest] – Russey“We have studied the impact on two communes [in Thma Bang district’s northwest] – Russey
Chrum and Tatai Leu.”Chrum and Tatai Leu.”

The project will be built by the Chinese state-owned China National Heavy Machinery CorpThe project will be built by the Chinese state-owned China National Heavy Machinery Corp
(CNHM) at a cost of $380 million and will supply Koh Kong and neighbouring provinces, he(CNHM) at a cost of $380 million and will supply Koh Kong and neighbouring provinces, he
said.said.

“The project will not only spur development in Koh Kong province, but it will also serve as a“The project will not only spur development in Koh Kong province, but it will also serve as a
battery for electricity distribution throughout Cambodia in the future,” said Sothy.battery for electricity distribution throughout Cambodia in the future,” said Sothy.

There are currently three hydropower dams in the province generating 602MW, he said. RusseyThere are currently three hydropower dams in the province generating 602MW, he said. Russey
Chrum Krom produces 338MW, Stung Tatai provides 246MW and Kirirom III adds 18MW.Chrum Krom produces 338MW, Stung Tatai provides 246MW and Kirirom III adds 18MW.

Ministry of Mines and Energy’s General Department of Energy director-general Victor Jona saidMinistry of Mines and Energy’s General Department of Energy director-general Victor Jona said
CNHM is in early stages of planning their new upper Tatai river project.CNHM is in early stages of planning their new upper Tatai river project.

But its preliminary assessments show that the project is technically sound, and will be able toBut its preliminary assessments show that the project is technically sound, and will be able to
provide more than 50 per cent during the dry season, he said. “I personally believe that theprovide more than 50 per cent during the dry season, he said. “I personally believe that the
project is technically and economically sound.project is technically and economically sound.

“The project will go online in 2026, pending agreement on the final price [for the electricity“The project will go online in 2026, pending agreement on the final price [for the electricity
generated]. Initial negotiations have not yet begun,” said Jona.generated]. Initial negotiations have not yet begun,” said Jona.

He previously told The Post that Cambodia can currently generate about 70-80 per cent of totalHe previously told The Post that Cambodia can currently generate about 70-80 per cent of total
domestic electricity consumption.domestic electricity consumption.

Keo Ratanak, director-general of state-run electricity supplier Electricite du Cambodge (EdC),Keo Ratanak, director-general of state-run electricity supplier Electricite du Cambodge (EdC),
previously said the Kingdom is working to generate more than 1,000MW of new energy by thepreviously said the Kingdom is working to generate more than 1,000MW of new energy by the
end of this year.end of this year.

“EdC is currently trying to find electricity in a number of ways, such as using coal-fired power“EdC is currently trying to find electricity in a number of ways, such as using coal-fired power
plants and solar energy, and purchasing from low-cost sources [such as Laos] to remedy theplants and solar energy, and purchasing from low-cost sources [such as Laos] to remedy the
situation,” he said.situation,” he said.

The EAC’s 2018 Annual Report said Cambodia planned to increase its power supply to 2,870MWThe EAC’s 2018 Annual Report said Cambodia planned to increase its power supply to 2,870MW
by last year, up from 2,650.26MW in 2018.by last year, up from 2,650.26MW in 2018.

Contact author: Contact author: Thou VireakThou Vireak

PM imposes nationwide Covid restrictions,PM imposes nationwide Covid restrictions,
curfew over Delta scarecurfew over Delta scare

Prime Minister Hun Sen late on July 28 instructedPrime Minister Hun Sen late on July 28 instructed
the municipal and provincial authoritiesthe municipal and provincial authorities
nationwide to strictly enforce Covid-19 measuresnationwide to strictly enforce Covid-19 measures
including curfew for two weeks from July 29including curfew for two weeks from July 29
midnight through August 12 to stem the newmidnight through August 12 to stem the new
coronavirus Delta variant.
The instruction camecoronavirus Delta variant.
The instruction came
shortly after he issued a directiveshortly after he issued a directive

Two luxury hotels latest quarantineTwo luxury hotels latest quarantine
options for inbound travellersoptions for inbound travellers

The Inter-Ministerial Committee to CombatThe Inter-Ministerial Committee to Combat
Covid-19 has designated two luxury hotels asCovid-19 has designated two luxury hotels as
alternative quarantine options for travellers whoalternative quarantine options for travellers who
wish to enter Cambodia through Phnom Penhwish to enter Cambodia through Phnom Penh
International Airport – Sokha Phnom Penh HotelInternational Airport – Sokha Phnom Penh Hotel
& Residence and the Courtyard by Marriott& Residence and the Courtyard by Marriott
Phnom Penh.
In a notice detailing guidelinesPhnom Penh.
In a notice detailing guidelines
issuedissued
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Provinces on Thai borders put inProvinces on Thai borders put in
lockdown amid Delta fearslockdown amid Delta fears

The government has decided to place severalThe government has decided to place several
border provinces in lockdown for two weeks in aborder provinces in lockdown for two weeks in a
bid to prevent the new coronavirus Delta variantbid to prevent the new coronavirus Delta variant
spreading further into community.
According aspreading further into community.
According a
directive signed by Prime Minister Hun Sen late ondirective signed by Prime Minister Hun Sen late on
July 28, the provinces include Koh Kong,July 28, the provinces include Koh Kong,

Visa A holders get to quarantine atVisa A holders get to quarantine at
Himawari HotelHimawari Hotel

The Ministry of Health has permitted foreignThe Ministry of Health has permitted foreign
diplomats, UN and International NGO officials todiplomats, UN and International NGO officials to
undergo quarantine at Himawari Hotel in theundergo quarantine at Himawari Hotel in the
capital in case they do not have a separate placecapital in case they do not have a separate place
suitable for this purpose, but the governmentsuitable for this purpose, but the government
would not be responsible for the expenses.would not be responsible for the expenses.

Jabs for kids bring hope for schoolJabs for kids bring hope for school
reopeningsreopenings
Cambodia is tentatively planning to reopenCambodia is tentatively planning to reopen
schools – at least at the secondary level – when theschools – at least at the secondary level – when the
vaccination of children aged 12-17 is completed,vaccination of children aged 12-17 is completed,
even though daily transmissions and deaths ineven though daily transmissions and deaths in
other age groups remain high.
Schools across theother age groups remain high.
Schools across the
country have been suspended since March 20, onecountry have been suspended since March 20, one
monthmonth

China denies Mekong hackingChina denies Mekong hacking

As the US and its allies joined hands last week toAs the US and its allies joined hands last week to
expose what they allege to be China’s Ministry ofexpose what they allege to be China’s Ministry of
State Security’s malicious cyber activities aroundState Security’s malicious cyber activities around
the world, the attention also turned to Cambodiathe world, the attention also turned to Cambodia
with the US Department of Justice claiming thatwith the US Department of Justice claiming that
fourfour
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