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Garment Workers Strike Over Unpaid
Wages Amid Virus Pandemic

Khut Sokun | Thu Mar 26, 2020 6:47 pm

Workers at Canteran Apparel (Cambodia) Co. Ltd. protest over unpaid wages at the Phnom Penh factory

on March 25, 2020. (Supplied)
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Nearly 1,000 garment workers protested outside a Phnom Penh factory on

Wednesday after the owner failed to pay their regular wages, which the company said

was due to declining payments from buyers during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

Factory workers employed by Canteran Apparel (Cambodia) Co. Lid. protested after
the company failed to pay their full wages for the most recent two-week pay period,

worker Sann Sopha told VOD.

The factory owner refused to sign an agreement promising to pay workers their

outstandine wares at the berinnine of next month. as workers had asked. Sonha said.

In Floating Village, New Tourist Boat
System Frustrates Community
Feb 10, 6:35 pm

Candlelight Alleges CPP Member Stole a

Party Billboard in Kampong Thom
Feb 10, 6:32 pm

Battambang Authorities Ask Villagers to
Remove Fish Farms, Claiming Pollution
Feb 10,6:31 pm

Chong Khneas’ Ethnic Viethnamese
Fishers Are Leaving Amid Fishing

Crackdown, Arbitrary Fees
Feb 10, 5:29 pm

Sihanoukyville Beach Fence Demolished

Qvernight
Feb 9, 7:22 pm

More News

MOST POPULAR




(= (= =) o ’ ’ "

“Workers will continue their strike to force the company to respect the condition to

pay workers regularly from today onward,” she said.

“Workers asked the company to make a written promise with them but the company
did not dare to make a contract with us,” she added. “The company just gave excuses

for this and that”

Sopha said the factory had been paying workers irregularly for the past four months.
She said the factory’s owner was Chinese, but the company listing on the Garment
Manufacturers Association in Cambodia lists the owner as Malaysian. The company

employs 935 workers, according to GMAC.

Kim Bou, head of administration at the factory, said the company has lost buyers
during the global economic slowdown resulting from the spread of Covid-19, a new

respiratory disease that was first detected in China in late December.

Bou said Canteran was facing a financial erisis and thus could not pay workers on

time, but he said the company was trying to find funds to pay workers' salaries.

“The company faces difficulties with the market, and buyers have also delayed
transferring their payments because of the Covid-19 issue,” he said. “Our company
tried very hard to find a solution for our workers. However much money we have, we

will pay with that and the owner will keep paying till they get full wages.”

Covid-19's impact on Cambodia’s GDP may be more than 1 percent of GDP in the best-
case scenario and nearly 3 percent of GDP in a worst-case scenario, according to an

Asian Development Bank briefing from earlier this month. The impact could be close
to 4 percent of GDP in a hypothetical situation in which a significant outbreak occurs

in the country.

The Health Ministry has confirmed 96 total infections in the country since January, as

of Thursday evening, with 10 people recovering from the virus.

Sopha told VOD that workers said they will face difficulties managing daily expenses,
such as rent, utilities, children’s school fees and bank loans if their employer does not

pay their full, regular wages.



Pav Sina, president of the Collective Union Movement of Workers, said the company

is violating the law by not paying workers their full wages.

Sina said the Labor Ministry should find an immediate solution to help workers who

are struggling with their expenses.

“We cannot let the employers give excuses to delay paying workers’ wages, because
workers are in debt and they cannot make an excuse to delay their expenses,” Sina

said. “If [workers] cannot pay debts on the right date and time, they will be fined.”

Peng Phoeun, deputy chief of the Labor Ministry’s labor disputes bureau, could not

be reached for comment.

{Translated and edited from the original article on VOD Ehmer)

»

© VOD. No part of this article may be reproduced in print, electronically, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed without written permission. VOD is not responsible for any infringement in
all forms. The perpetrator may be subject to legal action under Cambodian laws and related

laws.
Authorities Vow Loans  Alleged Malaysian Brief: ABA Says It
Crackdown Over Scammer Had Can't Talk About

< ‘Excessive Debt, Operations in NagaWorld >
‘Financial Stability’ Cambodia Accusations

IMPORTANT
LINKS

VOD is an independent media outlet producing
radio programs and disseminating information to Advanced Search
the public via the Internet.

Letters to the Editor
CONTACT US

v english@vodhotnews.com National

v 023 726 845 - Hotline: 092 92 19 02 / 060 VOD Khmer

ABOUT THIS SITE

About VOD

Contact VOD

Journalistic Code

Privacy Note




House #14A, Street 392, Sangkat Boeung
" Keng Korng 1, Khan Chamkarmorn, Phnom
Penh, Cambodia.

f v O O

© 2019 VOD. All Rights Reserved.




