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National Road 48 project set to break groundNational Road 48 project set to break ground

The National Road 48 reconstruction and improvement project, which connects theThe National Road 48 reconstruction and improvement project, which connects the
coastal provinces of Preah Sihanouk and Koh Kong, will break ground at the beginningcoastal provinces of Preah Sihanouk and Koh Kong, will break ground at the beginning
of November with a budget of more than $78 million under concessional financingof November with a budget of more than $78 million under concessional financing
from South Korea.from South Korea.

According to Minister of Public Works and Transport Sun Chanthol, the constructionAccording to Minister of Public Works and Transport Sun Chanthol, the construction
contract was signed on August 23 between the ministry and construction firm ILSUNGcontract was signed on August 23 between the ministry and construction firm ILSUNG
& HANIL Joint Venture at the transport ministry.& HANIL Joint Venture at the transport ministry.

Chanthol said the project will cost more than $78,398,000 and will be built by the SouthChanthol said the project will cost more than $78,398,000 and will be built by the South
Korean company and technically supervised by KCI & KECC Joint Venture.Korean company and technically supervised by KCI & KECC Joint Venture.

National Road 48 is 148km long, stretching from the Chamkar Luong area in Sre AmbelNational Road 48 is 148km long, stretching from the Chamkar Luong area in Sre Ambel
district to Khemarak Phoumin town of Koh Kong province.district to Khemarak Phoumin town of Koh Kong province.

Chanthol said the road is part of the ASEAN Highway 123, which links Cambodia toChanthol said the road is part of the ASEAN Highway 123, which links Cambodia to
Thailand and continues east into Myanmar to Dawei port on the Andaman sea.Thailand and continues east into Myanmar to Dawei port on the Andaman sea.

He said there are four special economic zones (SEZ) along the road – Koh Kong SEZ,He said there are four special economic zones (SEZ) along the road – Koh Kong SEZ,
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Minister Sun Chanthol (left) and Ilsung & Hanil Joint Venture representative sign a contract toMinister Sun Chanthol (left) and Ilsung & Hanil Joint Venture representative sign a contract to
reconstruct National Road 48. PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRYreconstruct National Road 48. PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRY
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Suoy Chheng SEZ, Kiri Sakor Koh Kong SEZ, and Ratana SEZ – as well as the Kiri SakorSuoy Chheng SEZ, Kiri Sakor Koh Kong SEZ, and Ratana SEZ – as well as the Kiri Sakor
tourist attraction.tourist attraction.

“The project is expected to improve travel safety, reduce travel time and costs, and“The project is expected to improve travel safety, reduce travel time and costs, and
improve road safety by adjusting curves and the road’s steep slopes. It will boost theimprove road safety by adjusting curves and the road’s steep slopes. It will boost the
potential of tourism and economic development in the region, especially withpotential of tourism and economic development in the region, especially with
neighbouring countries,” the ministry said.neighbouring countries,” the ministry said.

According to the ministry, the project will be completed in 32 months, starting onAccording to the ministry, the project will be completed in 32 months, starting on
November 1 and scheduled for completion in early July 2024.November 1 and scheduled for completion in early July 2024.

Contact author: Contact author: Khouth Sophak ChakryaKhouth Sophak Chakrya

Lanmei Training Center getting the Kingdom’sLanmei Training Center getting the Kingdom’s
aviation sector flying highaviation sector flying high

The Lanmei Training Center (LTC) in Phnom Penh isThe Lanmei Training Center (LTC) in Phnom Penh is
bringing the highest international levels of instructionbringing the highest international levels of instruction
to develop the next generation of Cambodian pilots toto develop the next generation of Cambodian pilots to
ensure the Kingdom’s aviation industry really takes off.ensure the Kingdom’s aviation industry really takes off.
Demonstrating the centre’s commitment to excellence,Demonstrating the centre’s commitment to excellence,
Cambodia’s only professionalCambodia’s only professional

Study on Bassac River-Kep sea waterway linkStudy on Bassac River-Kep sea waterway link
finishedfinished

Cambodia and China are looking into the logistics ofCambodia and China are looking into the logistics of
creating a connection between the Bassac River and thecreating a connection between the Bassac River and the
sea in Kep province to provide a viable alternative forsea in Kep province to provide a viable alternative for
waterway passenger and freight traffic to enter thewaterway passenger and freight traffic to enter the
Kingdom without passing through Vietnam, accordingKingdom without passing through Vietnam, according
to the transportto the transport
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Mask-wearing optional nationwide as dailyMask-wearing optional nationwide as daily
infections hit record lowinfections hit record low

Prime Minister Hun Sen has lifted the government-Prime Minister Hun Sen has lifted the government-
instituted mask-wearing mandate, leaving it to peopleinstituted mask-wearing mandate, leaving it to people
across the country to decide for themselves. Mask-across the country to decide for themselves. Mask-
wearing requirements, however, still apply to enclosedwearing requirements, however, still apply to enclosed
settings such as air-conditioned offices, meeting roomssettings such as air-conditioned offices, meeting rooms
or movie theatres. The premier made theor movie theatres. The premier made the
announcement, effectively immediately,announcement, effectively immediately,

FTB’s $112M new HQ breaks ground in PhnomFTB’s $112M new HQ breaks ground in Phnom
PenhPenh

The Kingdom’s first local commercial bank, ForeignThe Kingdom’s first local commercial bank, Foreign
Trade Bank of Cambodia (FTB) – in collaboration withTrade Bank of Cambodia (FTB) – in collaboration with
MSNH Investment Co Ltd – is embarking on a $112MSNH Investment Co Ltd – is embarking on a $112
million headquarters near the Peace Palace in themillion headquarters near the Peace Palace in the
capital's Prampi Makara district. The groundbreakingcapital's Prampi Makara district. The groundbreaking
ceremony for the 28-storey FTB Tower wasceremony for the 28-storey FTB Tower was

Baby Irrawaddy dolphin found dead in AnlongBaby Irrawaddy dolphin found dead in Anlong
Kampi conservation areaKampi conservation area

A female Irrawaddy baby dolphin was found dead byA female Irrawaddy baby dolphin was found dead by
the river guards of the Anlong Kampi Irrawaddythe river guards of the Anlong Kampi Irrawaddy
dolphin conservation area on April 24 in Sambokdolphin conservation area on April 24 in Sambok
commune of Kratie province’s Chitr Borei district. Saocommune of Kratie province’s Chitr Borei district. Sao
Sinoeun, a member of the Sambok fishing communitySinoeun, a member of the Sambok fishing community
who joined the riverwho joined the river
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Birthplace of Cambodia to be designated asBirthplace of Cambodia to be designated as
heritage siteheritage site

Cambodia is planning to create a natural and historicalCambodia is planning to create a natural and historical
heritage site at the birthplace of the country – in the 1stheritage site at the birthplace of the country – in the 1st
century – in two communes of Prey Veng province’s Bacentury – in two communes of Prey Veng province’s Ba
Phnom district, according to the Ministry ofPhnom district, according to the Ministry of
Environment. Environment minister Say Samal led anEnvironment. Environment minister Say Samal led an
April 20April 20
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