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Home-Grown School Feeding Program
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The need of investment in human capital leads to
labor productivity boosting and ensuring income
security for the people, which enables them to
increase the spending, considered as an important
driving force for stimulating more efficient and
effective economic growth but also represent one
of the key determinants of the Royal Government's
efforts to develop a social protection system with
the "National Social Protection Policy Framework
2016-2025" as a roadmap. Home-Grown School
Feeding Program responses to this crucial need.
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Purpose

Based on human capital development
objective that includes the consideration
of nutrition for pregnant women and
children, access to adequate food for
children from the poorest and most
vulnerable families facing food
insecurity, the need to help these
citizens reduce their hunger in the short
term and provide additional nutrition,
encourage enrollment in schooling,
reduce absentee rates, participate in
positive learning activities, reduce
dropout rates and increase primary
school graduation rates.

In this spirit, the Royal Government of
Cambodia, through the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports, has been
implementing the School Meal Program
1999, starting with the
implementation of the Dbreakfast
program (in 64 schools and 37,500
students under the support of the World
Food Program). The Food Scholarship
Program was launched in 2004 and a

since

piloted Home-Grown School Feeding
Program began in 2014, as well as a
school lunch program in 2017. Since
2019, Cambodia has gradually built the
Home-Grown School Feeding Program
into a national program funded by the
national budget.
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In addition to the importance of the
implementation of the human capital
development policy, as stated above, is
the need to improve access to a healthy
variety of food for children of all ages in
the communities poor and vulnerable
households, as well as to contribute to
the increase of food productivity, and
additional income opportunities for
local food suppliers or small farmers.

In the keynote address at the opening
ceremony of the 21st Annual Global
Child Nutrition Forum on 2" December
2019 in Siem Reap, H.E. Dr. Aun
Pornmoniroth, Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Economy and Finance, on
behalf of Samdech Akka Moha Sena
Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
stated, ""The Royal Government of
Cambodia believes that investing in
child nutrition is essential and a future
treasure of every family."
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Implementation

The Home-Grown School Feeding Program
has been implemented as a national
program since 2019. The provisioning of
meals to children in poor and vulnerable
communities due to food insecurity, low
levels of education, and other indicators
related to nutrition, is conducted by
analyzing data in order to select target areas
most suited for school feeding program.
This data is sourced from the Education
Management Information System of the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,
the commune information system of the
Ministry of Planning, and the Demographic
and Health Survey.

The search for vulnerable groups in krongs,
sroks, khans, capitals, and provinces was
carried out using an education index based
on enrollment rates, repetition rates,
dropout rates, and the Royal Government's
poverty statistics by level. In addition, there
is an analysis of the educational situation at
the school level using data on dropout rates
and graduation rates.

The School Feeding Program provides
children  with  pre-school breakfast,
depending on the geographical situation
and the target school, and lunch at the end
of the morning for the target school
throughout the day. The Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports, in
partnership with the World Food Program
and the relevant institutions or entities,
decides on the target areas and schools
based on the necessary nutritional needs.
The program also covers on-campus
kindergartens with elementary schools and
pre-school students who are enrolled in
targeted primary schools. The program also
covers on-campus kindergartens with
elementary schools and pre-school students
who are enrolled in targeted primary schools.
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Currently, School Feeding Program in Cambodia has been providing meal to around 300 000
students in 1,113 schools in 9 provinces including national Home-Grown School Feeding
program which is implementing in 205 schools in 6 provinces with 53,675 students (47.7

percent are female students).

vetimnfidusgumsiingifigimuni  Thereare many lessons learned from the
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muanij) 8 gruudiannaipsgitmmui School Feeding Program and its
important agenda that contributes to

achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals, the first one is zero poverty, the
IMUIESm AfiyemnBitysmumn &4 second one is zero hunger, the third is
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muiNg e Gimistipnvnwianmn health and wellness, and the fourth is on
quality education. The Program is also

focusing on the principles of integration

with community agricultural products,
MIGRINUINWRUNTUANAYNUNAES  with this program serving as a

WNwiyidigefim SIEIﬁS]%m%ﬁJ}jﬁfﬁﬁﬁ promising agricultural market for local
small-scale farmers. In addition, the

School Feeding Program enhances

. learning outcomes by focusing on
iR UisMIGARNWINAIGABMN children's health and changing attitudes
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The School Feeding Program plays an
important role in building a national
spirit and contributes to the social
equality of children, teaching them to
love the community and school and
become a part of society. As a result, the
School Feeding Program can also be
strengthened to become a food storage
mechanism that ensures adequate food
for children in the event of a natural
disaster. To strengthen the effectiveness
and sustainability of the School Feeding
Program, the program must also have a
national-led institutional monitoring
and evaluation framework that can
contribute to improving quality and
accountability as the program is a part
of early childhood development and is
gaining global attention. Overall, the
program has been providing nutrition to
children of all ages within the
community, in poor and vulnerable
families facing food insecurity, and
contributing to equitable access to
education, strengthening efficiency and
quality of education but also increasing
the participation of all stakeholders.
Meanwhile, Cambodia has developed a
national policy on school health and is
preparing a national policy on school
meal in line with the national vision.

AYTHHUMUMIMBANAMY SENUTHM ARG EURRUNEES | Home-Grown School Feeding Program 5



mypanfin Bhpprtnwitim: ldufinhpwsihsugysign Bhyubinnn
Bimmig]siurvinwassd ofhudsmnsaaonmnatl Bhuifsmigugul
[pusnmAtg Mywmiss nymAujubsiimusimmnwnd ghwemndnp fhfinh

e J

Wubimusinmwnd Gijjhmummean i sjuuisimusnigwnishi

o [pipuGhNEgAn @
FamAgmwi o Aeguamnuijui A}
Gnighegums U inogeyu

o wnGhANY i
WARRNBIDUNITTG

o ivhionansidy

Barmuagn

Wil apuidyn wilvs @
® g g

eH

M L ﬂ
’Hiﬁl) Wi f\H’”L ¥

o fwniagentyuey
oigurigh {

s sUBIISa AN
2 whwimpasndu

GeduauInuNI
Bubsqugigiin

ot
S HEnA find wa

<\ ‘mmmnrmm

i T

= nauig§ims
| ot mgwla =
Srann = Bh

iffgmulg

AYIREUFUMIMBAN AN SENWIHIMATRD SRR UAES | Home-Grown School Feeding Program 6



