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https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/01/us/washington-choir-practice-coronavirus-deaths/index.html
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/27/factsheet-covid-19-airborne-transmission-through-aerosols/



https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-on-covid-19-and-masks
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?q=face+mask
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52318539
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-04-16/china-tries-to-revive-economy-but-consumer-engine-sputters

Rumours about the use of

hydroxychloroquine

Ten percent of all our rumours related to treatments or cures reference chloroqguine or hydroxychloroquine. These drugs, used primarily for the treatment
of arthritis, malaria, and lupus — have been promoted by the US President Donald Trump and some media as a likely effective treatment for coronavirus.

Rumours about these drugs were most prevalent in Simplified Chinese, and Tagalog with just these two languages accounting for two thirds of reports. The
remaining rumours were split between Indonesian, Thai, and Vietnamese. While some posts expressed confusion about the differences between
hydroxychloroquine, chloroguine, chloroquine phosphate, and azithromycin, the majority of rumours (92%) related to the use of the drug as a treatment or
cure for coronavirus.

In April, we saw a trend in rumours suggesting that injecting chloroquine into the water supply and spraying it out of planes and helicopters would cure
coronavirus. There were even pleas to entrepreneur Elon Musk to send planes to diffuse the drug.

Rumours that we labelled as particularly high risk, spoke about access to over-the-counter chloroguine and dosage suggestions. Other risky posts

claimed that hydroxychloroquine had already been proven to cure the disease or that the drug had already been approved by official drug agencies such as
the US The Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Many of the rumours cited fabricated endorsements from other U.S. officials and Western authorities.

The WHO states that there are currently no approved medications for the treatment of

COVID-19 and recently issued this alert for falsified chloroquine products that have been Examples:

found circulating in the WHO region of Africa. Hydroxychloroquine is not approved by the

FDA for use in treating coronavirus, although there have been several trials in numerous "The drug in the U.S. that can cure coronavirus is hydroxychloroquine, an anti-malaria
countries, with controversial and mixed preliminary results. drug. Its counterpart in the Philippines is chloroquine. Are they one and the same?"

- Tagalog, Facebook
See this guide to the scientific studies on the drug so far. On April 24, the Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) noted that the drug can cause dangerous abnormalities in heart "DRUG TO TREAT VIRUS CORONA IS OFFICIALLY APPROVED! Chloroquine and
rhythms and_ssued a warning on the use of hydroxychloroquine in the treatment of Azithromycin are approved by the US to treat corona patients, thank God! The good
coronavirus outside of a trial or hospital. news is, the chloroguine medication, we actually deployed in the state of New York

resources to be able to be administered to the people"

X i - Vietnamese, Facebook, 71 comments 567 shares
Mentions over time

This is a truly global pandemic, and that is reflected in social media data as
well. One example is the link between promotions of the drugs chloroquine
and hydroxychloroquine by leaders in the United States, and their
mentions across social media in our target language groups.

Key:

Administration to approve treatments for coronavirus patients and calls
chloroquine a “game changer”

azithromycin, taken together, "have a real chance to be one of the biggest
game changers in the history of medicine”

3: April 4, 2020 - |n a press briefing, Trump announces that the U.S.
government has begun distributing stockpiled hydroxychloroquine to labs
and hospitals across the country. “What do you have to lose?” he said.
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Online Extra!

Check out our website to see the most popular words used in COVID-19 rumours in each
language group and a special blog from our data analyst explaining how she maps and
analyses word use in our social media data.

Reporting Tip:

'These rumours are likely fuelled by community anxiety about the spread of the virus and a hope that a cure or treatment for
COVID-19 has been discovered. However the focus on the medication by the US President (and some major US media outlets)
has also made a significant contribution. As such, it is important to ensure any risk communication acknowledges both the
community’s ‘wishes’ for a cure as well as the immense risk of self medication.

To help you to understand what hydroxychloroquine is, and how to report on it responsibly, we have created
this guide for journalists.

This bulletin is produced with generous support from the H2H Network. The network and its fund are

supported by UK aid from the UK government. This project focuses on equipping journalists and

newsrooms across Asia with the tools they need, in the languages they prefer, to combat rumour and  Z IR H H
misinformation in the COVID-19 crisis. UKaid 2
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https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/malaria-and-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-04-2020-medical-product-alert-n4-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/therapeutic-options.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/22/hydroxychloroquine-coronavirus-scientific-studies-research
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-cautions-against-use-hydroxychloroquine-or-chloroquine-covid-19-outside-hospital-setting-or
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/coronavirus-drug-fox-news-anti-malaria-hydroxychloroquine-report-a9456521.html
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/27/responsible-reporting-guidance-how-to-report-about-chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/19/trump-calls-anti-malarial-drug-game-changer-coronavirus-fda-says-it-needs-study/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1241367239900778501?s=20
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1241367239900778501?s=20
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-20/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/29/analyst-extra-using-word-frequencies-to-guide-social-media-rumour-analysis/

