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Internews is working with Translators without Borders, Standby Task Force and BBC Media
Action to collect and analyse rumours and misinformation related to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and
COVID-19 disease. Data is being collected in eight languages across Asia. This analysis is based

on 2,812 rumours collected between January 23, 2020, and May 22, 2020, in Thai, Khmer,

Urdu, Bahasa Indonesia, Simplified Chinese, Tagalog, Hindi and Vietnamese.
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Trend of Social Media posts about coronavirus being a hoax
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We want to know what you think

Have you found this bulletin or our tools for journalists useful? Are there aspects of reporting on this crisis that
you are finding challenging? We want to help!

Contact us! ! covid-19@internews.org @Internews_COVID ﬁ @InternewsCovid19

You can find more tools and resources on our website.
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fuelling drug rumours

In Edition 2 of this rumour bulletin, we looked at the trends in rumours about hydroxychloroquine — an antimalarial drug regularly promoted by US
President Donald Trump to prevent COVID-19. There are a number of trials investigating the issue, as we explore in this guidance.

Hydroxychloroquine is far from the only drug about which we have seen a great deal of speculation on social media.

In Tagalog, we documented rumours posted (primarily on Facebook and Twitter) throughout April and May about an antiviral injection called Fabunan.
Mentions of Fabunan were unique to Tagalog and were not recorded in other languages.

The drug was created and promoted by Ruben Fabunan, a physician now based in the US, and his three brothers, who are all doctors. This appears to be a
classic case of misinformation, where the information has been shared to attract patients to the brothers clinic for personal gain.

The Philippine Health Department has issued a cease-and-desist order against the use of the injection. And the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is

reportedly building a case against the manufacturers.

Example:

“People are flocking to visit Dr. Fabunan on his farm. You can get an
injection for #1,000.00.” (Tagalog, Facebook)

“‘Maybe they are threatened by the effectiveness of the Fabunan
antiviral injection. Ah, because it's not government-funded, and it'll
come out that the government will not benefit from it.” (Tagalog,
Twitter)

“Research found methamphetamine cures covid-19. What should we
do? It will be hoarded. Government will not easily pay 5,000 to
support but if you come to me, | will give you methamphetamine to
cure COVID-19. Contact me anytime until 7-11 is closed.”

(Thai, Facebook)

Reporting Tip:

Another drug is receiving significant attention in the region online.
Avigan, also known by its generic name Favipiravir, is an antiviral drug
that is used to treat the flu. We noted several rumours about this drug
as a COVID-19 cure. Japan's prime minister has pushed the drug as a
solution publicly and even offered to supply it to some countries. There
is no evidence that it is effective against COVID-19 it may have
unfortunate side effects such as birth defects. Several of the rumours
about the drug on social media, cite Japan’'s use of the drug as evidence
of its legitimacy.

Cannabis and cannabis oil were also promoted as cures of the virus,
almost exclusively in Indonesian and Thai in the rumours we collected.
We also documented several rumours about illegal drugs like Cocaine
and Methamphetamine, also known as meth. There is absolutely no
scientific evidence that Methamphetamines or other illegal drugs can
prevent or cure COVID-19.

In the midst of unprecedented efforts across the world to discover not
only a vaccine for coronavirus, but even treatments that could lessen
the impacts of the virus, rumours continue to abound about which
vaccine candidates and drugs are effective.

When working in a pandemic, with a new virus spreading quickly, doctors are sometimes forced to try to treat the illness with drugs designed for
other conditions. Until medicine specifically designed to prevent or treat COVID-19 goes through the relevant approval processes, you may hear the
names of a number of different prescription medications being mentioned on social media. It is your role as a journalist to be able to carefully
report on this community concern without fuelling hope towards untested, or potentially dangerous, treatments.

There are key questions you must always ask when deciding whether to report on a new drug.

e Dol need to? Am | confident there is enough evidence to support that reporting on this drug is in the public interest (not just interesting to the
public). Could it fuel misinformation, misplaced hope and risky behaviour in the community?
e |s this research trustworthy? How big is the sample size in this research, has it been peer reviewed? Can you access the full research or just a

press release?

e \Who funded this research? Some research activities may be funded by the same (or subsidiaries of) the companies that will benefit from its sale
e Are there groups in my community for which this drug will be dangerous? For example Favipiravir can cause birth deformities if taken by

pregnant women.

You will find more useful tips on how to report on rumours related to new drugs and cures in our_latest guidance document for journalists

here.

This bulletin is produced with generous support from the H2H Network. The network and its fund are
supported by UK aid from the UK government. This project focuses on equipping journalists and
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